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thousand pounds, for payment wherof wee will in due time give 
our privie seale. (Copy. 4.) 

UNDERTAKING TO ALLOW A SHARE OF PROFITS TO SIR 
FRANCIS WINDEBANK, DECEMBER 2 1635 (Public Record Office: 
East Indies, vol. iv B, No. 8). 

Undertaking, signed by Endymion Porter, Sir William Courten, 
Thomas Kynnaston, and Samuel Bonnell, allowing Sir Francis 
Windebanck to be interested in the sum of 1,000/. out of the Joint 
Stock in the intended voyage to Goa, Malabar, and the coast of 
China, to: be prosecuted under command of Captain Weddell by 
order of the King. Sir Francis is not to disburse any money, but 
at return of the said voyage he is to allow such an indifferent rate 
for assurance money as the like voyage will be assured for ; and on 
the return of the ships he is to have and enjoy the benefit of the 
1,000/, as .really as if he had laid it down in money; and if no 
benefit be made but only loss, he is not to allow any assurance 
money nor any other charge. (1 f.) 


A Court or ComMITTEES, DECEMBER g, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 88). 

The bonds of Richard Cooper and Francis Stockton ordered to 
be delivered to them to be cancelled. Richard Dodson, a porter at 
the Exchange, lately badly hurt and disabled by bags of pepper 
falling upon him, is given 20s. from the poor-box. Mr. Smith, 
employed to assist Mr. Sambrooke in examining the accounts and 
differences between the Company and the exccutors of, Mr. Henry 
Hawly, their late President, and Gabriel Hawley, deSires further 
recompense for his trouble therein ; the Court hearing that he has 
already been paid 10/. considers this sufficient, but on his earnest 
solicitation and plea that he spent much time in drawing up the 
certificate to Sir Thomas Moulson, to whom this cause was referred 
by the Lord Keeper, it is put to the question whether to give him 
20 nobles or 1c/. more, and decided that he be given 1o/. mors in 
full of all his demands. Mr. Acton’s bill of 44 115. 4d. for law 
causes to be paid. Baptist Norris, lately baker to the Company at 
Surat, petitions for payment of his wages as raised by President 
Rastall but not paid, the same not having been confirmed by the 
Court; on reading a consultation of February 17, 1630, where it 
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appears that Norris's wages were raised from 255. to 30s. per month, 
a like allowance having been given to all former bakers, it is 
resolved to confirm the same and -Norris is ordered to be paid 
accordingly. Consideration had of Mr. Ducy’s petition for pay- 
ment of r1/. 14s. disbursed by him for diet and horse-hire when 
viewing and buying timber for the Company; resolved that, in 
accordance with the promise made him on his salary being stopped 
that his charges when serving the Company should be allowed and 
consideration had for his trouble, his said bill be made up to 
152. and paid. George Binion, administrator of Frances Kingston, 
executrix of the late John Kingston, desires the consideration of 
the Court; he having, after much labour and expense, obtained 
letters of administration, now finds that the said Kingston’s estate 
is not sufficient to pay debts and legacies, so requests that he may 
receive moneys due to Kingston, and that freight may be remitted 
him on his goods; his requests granted, and Kingston’s bond 
ordered to be given up to be cancelled. This being the day 
appointed for sale of the dust of Lahore indigo, Captain Crispe, 
Mr. Abraham Chamberleyne, Messrs. Waring, Moorewood and 
others appear; and only Captain Crispe and Mr. Waring offering 
to buy, the whole of the indigo is sold to the former at 3s. 24d. 
per Ib. at 24 months from last November. Ordered that a notice 
be put up on the Exchange that the dust of the flat indigo is to be 
sold ‘Friday come senight’ by treaty or by the candle. Upon 
request of Mr. Thomas Robinson, the Court, in regard of his former 
services and for his own and their other servants’ encouragement, 
orders that his debts and wages be paid, his account cleared, and 
his bond delivered up to be cancelled. Sarah, wife of John Harlow, 
boatswain in the Reformation, granted one month’s pay extra- 
ordinary of her husband’s wages. (3 A.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, DECEMBER 11, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 91). 

Mr. Smithwick acquaints the Court with Mr. Kipp’s offer to sell 
the Company 3o00/. or 400/. worth of quicksilver at 2s. per Ib., the 
same price at which Mr. Rickholt was formerly agreed with for this 
commodity ; the Committees appointed to buy quicksilver ordered 
to contract with Mr. Kipp for the same. Proposition made to 
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solicit the King for a letter on the Company's behalf to the King 
of Persia, who has failed in his contract, thereby disappointing 
their hopes and expectations, and giving discouragement to the 
adventurers; but the Court was reminded of two letters formerly 
written by His Majesty to the said King regarding the abuses of 
his ministers and his failure to fulfil the said contract, one of which 
letters was sent last March in the IVi//iam and the other (which was 
to have been sent overland) is still in their possession. A copy of 
this last is now read and found to be so effectually written that it 
cannot be improved; therefore resolved to send it by the next 
fleet, hoping that thercby the King of Persia may be prevailed on 
to fulfil his contract with the Company. Motion made to send 
200 cloths to Persia in the next ships ; negatived, it being thought 
better to wait until it is seen how the King of Persia intends to 
deal with the Company. It is now proposcd that in regard of the 
truce made with the Portugals the proportion of gunners’ and all 
other stores sent in the ships might be lessened. thus saving the 
Company’s charge and increasing their tonnage; Mr. Mountny 
directed to make out a particular account of all stores sent in the 
Mary and Hart, and Captain Styles, with Messrs. Bownest and 
Mustard, desired to consider and inform the Court what, in their 
opinion, is fit to be lessened of the former proportions, when order 
shall be given accordingly. Motion made by a Committee whether, 
advice having been given in the general letter from Surat of little 
or no lading to be had there for the ships this yeur, it would not 
be better, instead of sending the AZary as designed (which will cost 
the Company 1,000/. per month), to buy a small ship of 200 or 300 
tons and send in her stead, keeping the AZary until Michaelmas, 
when they shall hear from India. After much dispute it is resolved 
that, the ary being ready, with all things provided for her voyage, 
it would be a loss to stay her; that it is also better for the 
Company to have too much rather than too little shipping, and it 
being now four years since the famine there can be little doubt of 
sufficient lading both for her and another ship equally farge ; all 
which is again disputed and it is finally decided, by a general 
erection of hands, to send the Mary to Surat in the spring as 
arranged. The Committees appointed to buy lead are ordered to 
provide 200 pigs thereof, to make up the proportion for the Mary 
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and Hart to 1,000 pigs. Note read of the cost of making a new 
barge; the Court orders that the old one, which is unserviceable, 
be laid up at Blackwall, the bargemen discharged and Mr. Fotherby 
notified of the same. Messrs. Laurence, Francklyn, and Mustard 
entreated to peruse certain letters and papers in the Auditors’ hands 
concerning the private trade of some of the Company’s deceased 
servants, especially those of Richard Barnaby, and to report if they 
find anything material in them, but those that do not concern the 
Company. to be returned to the friends of the deceased. Mr. 
Governor acquaints the Court with the desire of Nathaniel Mountny 
to‘ receive an end with the Company, the delay unsettling him ; 
also that he is willing, should they see fit, to serve them: further: 
Being called in and questioned as to his private trade, he replies 
that he has kept no account of it, but has faithfully discharged the 
Company’s business ; not being satisfied with this answer the Court 
desires his attendance next Wednesday with a written answer to 
the objections against him, on reading which they will conclude 
with him. (3 fp.) 


ROYAL COMMISSION TO CaPTAIN WEDDELL. AND NATHANIEL 
MOUNTNEY FOR A VO\AGE TO THE East INDIES, DECEMBLR 12, 
1635 (Public Record Office: East Indics, vol. ivi, No. 9). 


Whereas Weddell and Mountney, as commander and cape mer- 
chant respectively of the Kast India Company's fleet that came home 
last summer, did in their way touch at Goa, where the Viceroy. by 
a contract signed by himself'and the English President and Council, 
concluded ‘a truce and free trade’ in all Portuguese possessions 
in the East Indies (subject to the allowance of the Kings of 
England and Spain), which trade may tend to the venting of good 
quantities of English products and manufactures : and whereas the 
King is credibly informed that the East India Company has neglected 
to plant and settle trade in those parts and has made no fortifications 
to encourage any in future times to adventure thither, contrary to. 
the practice of the Dutch and Portuguese: and whereas this neglect 
has resulted in loss of trade to His Majesty’s subjects, as evidenced 
not only by the complaints of some of the adventurers but 
especially by the daily decrease of the royal customs, which is 
obviously due to ‘the said Companies supine neglect of discovery 


128 COURT MENUTES, ETC. OF .THE 


and settlinge of trade in divers places in those parts’: and foragmuch, 
as His Majesty has of late caused several voyages to,be made for 
«the discovery of the North-West Passage, and is informed. that 
this may best bé effected by sailing from Japan to the American 
coast and so northwards to 64°: His Majesty has resolved, for the 
increase of trade and navigation, to leave no fair and probable means 
unattempted to bring to pass his designs, and therefore authorizes 
Weddell and Mountney to undertake a voyage to Goa, Malabar, 
and the coast of China and Japan with the Dragon, Sun, Katharine, 
“and one or more pinnaces, to trade for such commodities as may 
be most profitable, and to open up a safe and settled way for 
intercourse and trade in those parts ‘for all other our subjects for 
the future’. If occasion offers they may touch at Cape Bona 
Esperanca, St. Lawrence, and the adjacent islands, the coast of 
Mosambique, Sofala. and Ethiopia, the island of Socotora, the coast 
of Arabia, the Gulf of Persia, the coast of India, and the coast of * 
Mallabar: and after refreshing and furnishing themselves with all 
necessaries they are to go to the island of Ceylon and other adjacent 
islands, the coast of Cormondell, the Gulf of Bengala, the coast of 
Pegu, the island of Sumatra, the Straits of Mallaca, Sunda, and 
Banca, with the islands of Java, Macassa: Borneo, Gillolo, and the 
Moluccoo islands, with Nova Guinea and adjacent islands southward 
and eastward, the coast of Siam, Canchichina (sic), and China, 
with the islands of Aynan, Lequioo, Philipinas, with the Straits of 
Manilloo, the islands of Jappan, the coast of Cathaia and Tartaria, 
or to any other place where occasion of trade or discovery shall 
lead, there to use their best diligence in trading with their goods 
and money and endeavour to bring home such merchandise as 
they shall deem most advantageous to all concerned in this voyage. 
On coming to China, Japan, or any other suitable place, they are 
instructed to send a ship or pinnace well equipped under command 
of an able man furnished with a commission and directions ‘to 
discover the northeast passage to the north part of the Californias 
on the backeside of America as aforesaid, and to meete with the 
northwest passage so farre discovered by Sir Thomas Button, 
Captain Luke Foxe, and others, so to enter into the straights of 
Hudson into the westerne or Atlantique sea’; and to authorize him 
to take possession of all lands he discovers which may prove 
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.adyantageous. The King promises to give the discoverers of the 

said lands and their adventurers and their heirs for ever ‘a full 

moyety or Halfe part of all benefits of customes and duties or 

whatsoever ‘cls by trade, plantation, or otherwise may arise thereby, 
in récompence of their charge and hazarde, reserving to Ourselfe 
onely the soveraignty thereof and the interest and disposinge of 
the other moyety.’ Weddell and Mountney are also given absolute 
authority in this voyage, and are to be assisted by a council of 
twelve able men (to be selected by them), six whereof to be seamen 

and six merchants, the captain of the ‘admiral’ to have ‘a bearing 

voice’ in ordering and disposing of all things in or belonging to 

the ships. For ‘matters of privacy’ the council is to consist of 
five members only, viz. Weddell and Mountney and three others 

chosen by them. They may punish any offenders ‘accordinge to 

the knowne orders and customes of the sea’; and in cases of 
necessity they are empowered to use martial law. The men most 

willing, able, and trusty are to be left ashore for purposes of trade, 
and to be furnished with a writing under ‘the common seale of your 
Company’ to signify that they are not to be molested under .pain 

of the King’s displeasure. They and their fellow adventurers are 

to use one common:seal, engraven with ‘a lyon passant gardant 

between three imperiall crownes’, for all dispatches, certificates, 

letters, and other matters connected with this undertaking; and it 

is His Majesty’s express pleasure that all liberties, licences, and - 
powers given them by this commission are to stand good and 
effectual notwithstanding any grant or patent formerly given to 
the East India Company, the Turkey Company, or any others. 
The officers of the East India Company are commanded not to 
molest or hinder in any way whatsoever the execution of this 
commission ; and Captain Weddell and Nathaniel Mountney, ‘ or 
any others which are or shalbee adventurers or imployed in the 
same,’ are not to be at any time questioned or impleaded in law for 
undertaking the said voyage. Further, as a token that they are 

employed by the King, they are instructed to carry in all their 

ships ‘the same colours, commonly called the Union Flagge, with 

our owne shipps’. And for all other matters of government, &c., 

they are referred to the royal instructions of this date. (Copy. 

0% fp.) 


FOSTER. C, a. .K 
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Roya Commission TO CAPTAIN WEDDELL TO USE MARTIAL 
Law, DECEMBER 12, 1635 (Public Record Office: East Indies, 
vol. iv B, No. 10). 

Authority is given to Weddell and his successors to call, hold, 
and keep a martial court, and therein by examination of witnesses 
upon oath, or by other lawful means, to determine criminal causes, 
mutinies, &c., committed by any mariners or persons belonging to 
his ships, and to punish the offender according to the nature of his 
fault. In cases of wilful murder or notable mutiny, justly proved, 
to have power to execute or take away life, and for lesser offences 
to punish according to the known laws and orders of the sea. 
Power is also given to hear and determine private controversies 
between persons employed in the voyage. (Copy. 14 pp.) 


ROYAL LICENCE FOR THE EXPORTATION OF COIN, DECEMBER 
12, 1635 (Jbid., vol. iv B, No. 11). 

Authorizing Sir William Courten and the other adventurers in 
the special voyage commanded by His Majesty to be undertaken 
next spring into foreign parts to take up foreign gold, silver, or 
bullion to the value of forty thousand pounds, and to export the 
same to any foreign place whatsoever, without incurring any penalty 
or forfeiture, and without payment of custom or duty. (Copy. 
2% tp.) 

INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN BY THE KiInG TO CarTAIN JOHN 
WEDDELL AND NATHANIEL MOUNTNEY, DECEMBER 12, 1635 
(Jbid., vol. ivB, No. 12). 

They are to take charge and command of the Dragon, Sun, 
Katherine, Planter, Ann, and Discovery, or any other vessels set 
forth ‘in this voyage by Endymion Porter, Sir William Courten, 
Thomas Kynnaston, Samuel Bonncll, and the rest of the edven- 
turers, and of all persons employed in the said ships. To see that 
God is duly served in all the ships twice a day, ‘according to the 
liturgie of the Church of England.’ To govern the seamen according 
to the known orders and customs of the seas and the powers given 
in a special commission. To treat all English subjects and allies, 
wherever met, fairly and friendly. An overture of peace and trade 
having been made by the Viceroy of the King of Spain to the 
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President of the East India Company at Surat and to themselves, 
they are authorized and required to go to Goa and begin and 
settle a trade there for the benefit of the adventurers in this voyage ; 
put if the Viceroy does not proceed in this overture, but either 
forbids trade or allows it only upon unprofitable conditions, then 
they are directed to go to such places as they conceive will be most 
beneficial and there trade from port to port, striving to sell their 
goods to the best profit and to secure as good a return as possible. 
Their commission was principally given to enable them to open up 
an advantageous trade where as yet none has been established, and 
they are to observe this as their main object. Should Nathaniel 
Mountney, as cape merchant, establish himself ashore, he is to 
exercise the same authority there as Captain Weddell does at sea. 
On arriving at Japan the King’s letters are to be presented to the 
Emperor, and then trade is to be engaged in according to the 
encouragement given. From Japan some fit vessel is to be sent in 
search of the North-East Passage, wherein able and expert men 
are to be employed and directed to keep exact journals and obser- 
vations to enable them to give a perfect and certain account of 
their doings. In the event of Captain Weddell’s death before the 
end of the voyage, such persons as are nominated in the boxes 
marked and numbered are to succeed him, and to have like power 
and authority. Full power and authority is given them to execute 
any instructions received from Endymion Porter, Sir William Courten, - 
Thomas Kynnaston and Samuel Bonnell, or any three of them 
(Endymion Porter and Sir William Courten to be two), for the well 
governing of all in the said ships and for preserving and selling the 
goods of the adventurers. (Copy. 3 fp.) 


A Court oF CoMMITTEES, DECEMBER 16, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 94). 

Mr. Governor relates that on a notice received from Mr. Comp- 
troller he, Mr. Deputy, and Mr. Mun waited on the Lords of the 
Admiralty at Whitehall, where they heard that complaint had 
been made by Mr. Evelyn against the Company because they had 
mended their old powder returned from the Indies and sold great 
quantities, contrary to the King’s express command, thereby pre- 
Judicing the sale of His Majesty’s powder from his store in the 

K2 
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Tower. The Governor, being questioned as to the truth of this, 
replied that since the erection of their powder-mills the Company 
had always repaired their old powder, not thinking that when the 
King put down the mills and forbade them to make new powder he 
intended to prohibit their making the old serviceable; he also 
confessed that about 200 barrels of this old powder had been sold, 
but that a like proportion having been lately bought from His 
Majesty for ready money, the King had thereby received no damage. 
Their Lordships on hearing this excused the mending of the old 
powder, seeing no restraint had been put on the same, but declared 
their intention to treat at Christmas with the Company for a certain 
rate either for mending or taking their old powder, and that they 
ought not to have sold it and must forbear doing so; the King 
having taken it into his power, his subjects are to buy from him 
only, ‘Iheir Lordships then asked what saltpetre the Company 
had, and on learning the quantity Mr. Comptroller declared that 
the King wished to buy it all and would pay 4/. per hundred for 
the refined and 3/. 10s. and 3/. for the rest, the one half to be 
delivered to Mr. Evelyn, the other half to Mr. Collins, to be con- 
verted by them into powder for His Majesty's service ; also that 
His Majesty desired the Company to direct their President and 
factors to send a good quantity of saltpetre in all their ships, which 
he will buy at the current price or allow them to transport. Mr. 
Governor further relates that yesterday he, with Mr. Deputy and 
Mr. Alderman Abdy, presented His Majesty with the King of 
Persia's letter, brought by the ¥oas, and the translation, which the 
King ‘ vouchsafed to read every word himselfe, commending therein 
the high and lofty style’; and observing towards the end a request 
for clockmakers, painters, and limners, he recommended that these 
should be sent. Mr, Cappur’s bill of 62. 3s., laid out for the 
* Company’s occasions, ordered to be paid. Mr. Kerridge proposes 
that, as it is much feared that the Crispian has lost her voyage, and 
that her master, to observe his commission, will endeavour to reach 
Surat, a letter be sent by the master of the Szvan directing the 
master of the Crispian, if he has lost his monsoon, to make direct 
for Masulipatam and there dispose of his money and merchandise ; 
Messrs. Kerridge and Mun desired to write a letter to this effect 
and dispatch it with all speed before the Swan leaves the Downs. 
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Mr. Acton’s bill of 3/. 15s. 6d. for law causes to be paid. The Court 
peing reminded of their annual benevolence to the poor of Stepney 
aad Poplar, and that the churchwardens are attending, orders that 
Mr. Fotherby, who is one of them, be given 1o/., to be by him and 
the other churchwardens distributed as usual to the most needy per- 
sons. Mr. Fotherby is also ordered to give a chaldron of sea-coal 
and 20s. in money to the almsmen at Poplar, and Mr. Cappur and 
Richard Swinglehurst to distribute the same sum as was given last 
year to widows of men who have died in the Company’s service. 
Mr. Treasurer is entreated to have an inventory made of all jewels, 
pearls, and other things of value which he has long had in his 
custody, and to present it at the next court, when sale of the same 
shall be resolved on. (23 fp.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, DECEMBER 18, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 97). 

This day being appointed for the election of commanders, masters, 
pursers, and other officers for the Afary and Hart, Captain Slade 
offers his services and is treated with to go as commander in the 
Mary. This he seems willing to do, and desires information as to 
the Court’s late orders, that he may observe them and cause others 
to do the same. He is asked what entertainment he expects, and 
offered the same allowance as he received formerly, namely 20 
marks per month: this he conceives too little in regard of the 
hardness of the times and his being debarred private trade, and 
therefore desires that his services may be excused and goes away ; 
whereupon two Committees are directed to persuade him to re- 
consider his decision and ascertain what salary he desires. William 
Slade, an ancient servant of the Company, chosen as purser for 
the AZary; Robert Offly, specially recommended by certificates, 
as his mate; and John Perkins, recommended by Lord Say and 
Sele, chosen for his mate’s mate, and their wages fixed at 20s. per 
month. Thomas Cooke, late steward in the Yonas, chosen steward 
for the Afary, and Thomas Fitch to be his mate. James Mathews 
re-elected purser for the Hart, with Robert Heath for his mate. 
Thomas Taylor chosen as steward for the Hart, with Peter 
Chauntrell for his mate. All these newly-elected officers are called 
in and charged bv the Court to be careful in the performance of 
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their duties and obedient to the orders lately made regarding 
private trade, which will be inserted in their instructions; the 
pursers and their mates are particularly counselled and charged 
not both to leave their .ships at the same time. Ordered that 
notice of the sale of flat indigo next Wednesday be put up at the 
Exchange. (2 fp.) 


RoyAL COMMISSION TO CAPTAIN WEDDELL FOR TAKING 
PRIZES, DECEMBER 19, 1635 (Public Record Office: East Indies, 
vol. iv B, No. 13). 

Whereas his fleet, consisting of the Dragon as admiral, the Sun, 
Katherine, Planter, Ann and Discovery, has been set-forth by 
royal command laden with valuable merchandise in pursuit of an 
offer of trade made by the Viccroy of Goa on behalf of the King 
of Spain, the said Captain is authorized, in case the subjects of the 
said King refuse or hinder trade, contrary to their offer voluntarily 
made, or in case any other persons, in contempt of the royal 
commission, injure any of the ships, persons, or goods employed 
in the said voyage, to seize and make prize of such ships or persons, 
Portuguese or otherwise, ‘in any part beyond the Lyne and not 
elswhere,’ in order that this voyage, undertaken at such cost, may 
not be fruitless. (Copy. 14 fp.) 


A Court oF CoMMITTELS. DECEMBER 23, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 99). 

The 10,380 shahees delivered into the Company's cash at Surat, 
produce of the tobacco Captain Milward was permitted to send 
to India, ordered to be now repaid the Captain at the rate of 5s. 
per dollar. Mr. Governor and Mr. Mun report that Captain Sladg 
is willing to go as commander in the Mary at a salary of 15/. per 
month, and promises, on receiving authority from the Company 
and their directions to President Methwold. to suppress the 
exorbitancy of private trade practised so generally by the factors, 
which may easily be prevented by the care and diligence of those 
in authority. Petition read of Edward Knipe, who went out as 
factor, but was sent home and his wages stopped on account of 
private trade ; on examination it is found that his offence is not 
‘capitall’, the accusations brought against him only relating to 
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six bales of sugar; and learning from a general letter from ‘Surat 
that he is ‘a hopefull young man’ and of good abilities, the Court 
for his own and his father’s sake overlooks his ‘error’ and orders 
that his wages be paid. Nathaniel Kingsland, a factor, who has 
also been sent home on account of private trade and other mis- 
demeanours, is questioned, and not being able to refute the 
accusations brought against him in the general letter, his wages 
are detained, but it is left undecided whether further proceedings 
shall be taken against him. Mr. Collins's bill of 24/. 15s. for mend- 
ing old powder, and one for seventeen new barrels at 2/, 25. 6d. 
ordered to be paid, but settlement of another account of his 
deferred until it shall be further examined. All the dust of flat 
indigo, ‘about 47 barrells, sold to Captain Crispe (no other man 
bidding) at 18¢. per lb. Mr. John Goodwyn, executor to Sir 
Richard Deane, transfers 375/. adventure in the Third Joint Stock 
with all profits to Mr. James Young. Mr. Mustard reports that 
with the aid of Mr. Styles he has made a proportion for lessening 
the charge of the Company's ships in regard to men, ordnance, 
victuals and all other things, and now desires the assistance of some 
other Committees ; whereupon Captain Crispe and Mr. Smithwick 
are entreated to join with them, consider the same, and report to 
the Court. Declaration made by the Court concerning the lessen- 
ing of the wages of their officers and servants at Crosby House, 
and a note presented showing the same, which is ordered to be 
registered, and notice given to each one that from next Christmas 
their salaries will be as follows: Mr. Sherburne, 129/. per annum ; 
Mr. Markham, 50/. (in lieu of 100/.); Mr. Sambrooke, 200/. (in 
lieu of 233/. 6s. 8¢.); Mr. Bowen, 120/, (to begin from Midsummer 
last, in consideration of his supplying the place of Mr. Ellam); 
Mr. Hurt, 50/. (in lieu of 802.); Mr. Cappur, 50/. (in lieu of 
667. 13s. 4d.) ; Mr. Tynes, 50/. (in lieu of 80/.); Mr. Blunt, 80/.; 
Mr. Acton, 3o/. (in lieu of 40/.); Mr. Young, 66/ 135. 4¢.; Mr. 
Chauncey, 4o/. (in lieu of 50/.); Mr. Rilston, 40/. (in lieu of 504) ; 
Mr. Cobbe, 3o/. (in lieu of 40/); John Mountny, 4o/ (in lieu of 
501); Richard Swinglehurst, 502; Samuel Sambrooke (to begin 
from Midsummer last), 40/.; Michael Dunkyn, 4o/.; John Spiller, 
6o/. (in lieu of 80/.). The directions agreed upon the 16th inst. 
to be sent by the Swan to the master of the Crispian having been 
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altered, on consideration that the goods laden in the latter ship 
were only fit for Persia, resolved that a letter be written to John 
Proud, master of the Swan, another to Mr. Lee, master of the 
Crispian, and a third to the factors at the Coast, containing in- 
structions that, if the Swan meet the Crispian, the master of the 
last-named ship is to deliver up one chest of gold and two of rials, 
in all 10,000/. sterling, and then proceed with all haste to Surat 
and Persia, and the Swan to go to the Coromandel Coast ; these 
letters are confirmed and signed by Mr. Governor and fourteen 
Committees and dispatched to the Swan in the Downs by an 
express. Captain Crispe to have the remainder of the Company’s 
old powder at 4/. 15s. per barrel. (33 fp.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, DECEMBER 30, 1635 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi. p. 102). 

Mr, Treasurer presenting many bills owing to the Company, 
John Spiller is ordered to go to Sir Bryan Janson, Mr. Richard 
Wild, Mr. George Page, and others whose bills are due, and inform 
them that if they do not pay the same between this and next term 
Mr. Acton will be instructed to proceed against them. Mr. 
Smithwick acquaints the Court that he has lately shown to some of 
the Lords of the Privy Council certain propositions which he 
conceives will tend to the advantage of the Company ; these Their 
Lordships referred to the Farmers of the Customs, but not being 
satisfied with the answer received from them they have sent them 
to Alderman Garway for his consideration. Mr. Smithwick desires 
him to report on them favourably, and producing a copy reads as 
follows: 

1. ‘Goods imported and payeing impost being exported by 
whomsoever within a yeare (hecretoforc at all times), the impost 
is returned unto the exporter without any subsidy or custome to bee 
paid for exportacion.’ 2. ‘If the importer sell them to another and 
soe alter the property, and hee export them, the subsidy or custome 
is to bee paid by the exporter, and hee is to receive the impost 
back.’ 3. ‘Every member of the East India Company is taken in 
the matter of exportacion as the whole Company; if hee buy all 
their goods and export them, hee shall have all the impost paid to 
himselfe.’ 4. ‘But if the said Company have the favour not to pay 
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their impost untill the yeares end, then for whatsoever is exparted 
within the yeare they shall never pay any impost at all, neither 
shall the exporter receive any impost back, nor His Majesty lose 
any impost thereby.’ 5. ‘This favour wold greatly encourage and 
enable the Company to maintéine the trade more amply then 
heretofore, whereby His Majesty’s customes wilbee encreased ; 
neither will inlarge or intricate any accounts to bee kept, but 
the very contrary.’ 6. ‘The altring or the not altring of the 
property hath no relacion at all to the impost, but only to the 
subsidy to bee paid or not paid.’ 


At Whitehall, the 16th November, 1635. By the Lords Com- 
misstoners of the Treasury‘ Their Lordships do pray and 
require the Farmers of His Majesty’s Customs to certify their 
opinions concerning these propositions.’ 


On hearing these propositions the Court, without going into 
them, condemns Mr. Smithwick, he being only a Committee, for 
having presumed to exhibit them without first obtaining the 
approbation and permission of his colleagues, and for proceeding 
in such a secret and underhand way in a business of such impor- 
tance, for which he deserves much blame, as this act of his tends 
rather to prejudice than benefit the Company. Mr. Smithwick 
attempts to justify himself, and after much dispute it is decided by 
a general erection of hands that his behaviour in this matter is not 
befitting any member of the Company, much less a Committee, 
and is disavowed by the Court. Hereupon Mr. Smithwick, much 
displeased, declares that, as the Court does not approve of his 
propositions, he shall acquaint the generality with them at the neat 
General Court, when he doubts not but that his intentions and acts 
will be better interpreted. Mi. Humphrey Berrington transfers 
3434 14s, 8d. adventure in the Third Joint Stock with all profits to 
Mr. John Massingberd. Consideration had as to the expediency 
of presenting the usual New Year's gifts ; on secing a list of names 
and money given last year the Court resolves, after serious debate, 
in view of the badness of trade, their great debt owing at interest, 
and other expenses, not to present New Year's gifts to any of 
the Lords or other honourable persons, but only to the Clerks of 
the Council and Sir Henry Martyn (in view of the many occasions 
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they will have to make use of them), and to Mr. Ferris, the King’s 
master cook. Captairr Styles desiring to know the number of men 
the Court intends to send in the Mary, in order that he may pro- 
portion the provisions, it is resolved to send 180 men in the said 
ship and to reduce her ordnance to thirty-two pieces; to send 110 
men in the Hart and twenty pieces of ordnance, Captain Slade to 
decide on the sorts of the latter. (3 fp.) 


GEORGE WILLOUGHBY, PRESIDENT AT BANTAM, TO EDWARD 
SHERBORNE, DECEMBER 30, 1635 (Public Record Office: East 
Indies, vol. iv B, No. 14). 

His last letter was sent by the Hart and Swan. Is glad to hear 
from Sherborne’s letter, received the 12th of May by the Expedition, 
thal the adventurers of the Voyages have been so well quieted by 
adding,’ on reasonable profit, the remains to the Joint Stock. The 
backward accounts of these parts have been brought unto a balance. 
Praises God that he bears no desire of revenge in his breast against 
his former adversaries, whom God has made instrumental in his 
affliction, and that he is not ‘like the dogg that biteth the stone and 
regardeth not the party that threwe it ; but rather, in remembrance 
of Davids answere unto Shemceis curses, I doe looke towards the 
Allmighty and see Him to bce auther of those chastisements, which 
I call mercies’. His former seeming enemies, Thomas Robinson, 
Randoll Jesson, and John White behaving well in the Company's 
business, he has forgotten their past actions and gives them the 
same respect as the well deserving. Has recommended Thomas 
Robinson to the Company ; Randoll Jesson too he has used well ; 
and John White, formerly commander in the Great Fames (in 
which ship Willoughby suffered much affliction), arriving from 
Surat as commander in the Blessing, he also treated well. Only to 
Christopher Read has he been harsh, because of his evil practices 
and wilful dishonesty to the Company. Mr. Favour is sent for 
Coromandel on the ship Coaster. Mr. George Dent employed at 
Jambi. He and Sherborne’s kinsman thank him for his friendly 
tokens, and in recompense forward a piece of China stuff and a 
small pot of ginger. (23 pp.) 
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NoTES BY SECRETARY WINDEBANK [16357] (Public Record 
Office: Dom. Chas. I, vol. cccvi, No. 28). 

On an offer by the Farmers of the Customs of an increase in their 
payment of 30,000/. per annum, and the anticipation of 30,000/. 
annually beforehand without interest. This offer was made in the 
face of the following hazard and difficulties, viz.: First, that the 
composition of 6d, in the pound in the port of Dover was contingent 
upon the continuance of the wars between the Kings of Spain and 
France and the Netherlands. Second, the declining of the East 
India trade, only 30,000/. having been sent out these two years by 
the Company, and nothing intended to be sent this year. The fear 
of the declining of this trade is worthy of His Majesty’s considera- 
tion in point of diminution of revenue, and in respect of the danger- 
ous consequence if the whole trade should fall into the hands of 
the Hollanders. Third, the hazard of the Petty Farmers in case of 
war either with Spain or France. (3 9.) : 


[Tue East InpD1a Company] To[LorDASTON AT MADRID][END 
OF 1635?] (Public Record Office: East Indies, vol. iv B, Nos. 15,151). 

By order of Lord Cottington they enclose copy of an agreement 
made in Goa between the Viceroy and the English President, for a 
truce and cessation of arms in the East Indies between the two 
nations until such time as the King of England and the King of 
Spain shall either approve or disallow the same. As the said 
agreement contains no plain declaration for the settling of commerce 
in those parts more than is provided for in the 7th Article of the 
Peace made between the said Kings the 15th November, 1630, they 
do not find it safe to trade upon such a basis; and therefore they 
beseech His Lordship to negotiate with the King of Spain for such 
a declaration as may warrant their safe commerce in those parts, 
and to procure this declaration, if possible, before the departure of 
their ships forthe East Indies, which will be about the beginning 
of February next. (Zwo copies. One wrongly endorsed ‘Letter to 
Lord Cottington, 20 January, 1635.’ 1 p.) 


PETITION OF THOMAS SMITHWICK TO ARCHBISHOP LAUD 
[1636 ?] (Public Record Office: Dom. Chas. I, vol. cccxli, No. 106). 
The difference of 1,100,000/. between the East India Companies 
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of England and Holland has many years depended and is like to 
continue undecided, because the deputies appointed by the com- 
panies cannot agree. The damages are very ‘great :—to all 
Christendom by transporting treasure to the infidels; to the 
King by hindering his customs more than 10,000/ annually ; to 
the English East India merchants more than 100,000/. yearly ; 
and to petitioner more than 1,000/. yearly, a good part whereof 
should go towards repairing St. Paul’s. Prays a reference to the: 
Lord Treasurer, and that petitioner may mediate with the said 
deputies a good agreement in the merchandising part of the 
differences. (4 p.) 


NOTE ON THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN PORTER AND HIS ASSO- 
CIATES [1636 ?] (Public Record Office: Dom. Chas. I, vol. cccxiii, 
No. 46) 

Statement, in the handwriting of Nicholas, explanatory of the 
transaction between Endymion Porter and Thomas Kynaston and 
Samuel Bonnell, to which the deed of covenant calendared under 
date of the 31st May, 1635, had relation. This paper, which seems 
to be a rough draft and is probably imperfect, contains particulars 
not mentioned in the deed of covenant. (1 .) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES. JANUARY 8, 1636 (Court Book, vol.” 
xvi, p. 106). 


Messrs. Mun, Mustard, Cockayne, and Kerridge entreated to 
hasten the speedy dispatch of the A/ary and Hart. Choice of 
masters for these twe ships considered. Edward Hall, who is recom- ° 
mended by Captain Slade to go as master in the Afary, declines 
on account of late troubles befallen him, but desires to give his 
final answer next Wednesday. William Baily, who has served the 
Company sixteen years, the last two voyages as master’s mate, 
and John Stallon, who was apprentice to Mr. Maplesden and has 
been as master’s mate three times to the Indies, are put to election; 
whereupon John Stallon is appointed master of the Hart, at a salary 
of 20 nobles per month. He is, however, remonstrated with on the 
large proportion of private trade (600/. in the purser’s book) brought 
home by him on his going out in the Palsgrave and returning in the 
Fonas ; this he acknowledges, but promises to assist the purser in 
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this voyage in keeping a strict account of all private trade whatso- 
ever. He is required to find a fit man to pilot the Hart next 
‘Wednesday, Mr. Swanley having left the Company’s service. 
Boatswain Ingram ordered to endeavour to have everything ready 
for the immediate launching of the Mary. Ordered that 10,000/, 
in rials, and 100 tons of shaken cask, be sent in the Hart to 
Bantam with 300 pigs of lead ; also 100 pigs of lead to be sent in 
the Mary. John Turner, educated at Bristol, having a knowledge 
of accounts and some skill in French, Spanish, and Italian, enter- 
tained, on the recommendation of the Lord Mayor and Mr. Langton, 
as factor at 20/. the first year, rising yearly 10/. until the end of 
seven years. (14 fp.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 13, 1636 (Court Book, vol. 
xvi, p. 107). 

The last two quarters’ rent for the powder-mills being paid and 
Sir Morgan Randoll having made ‘a reentry’, John Cappur is 
instructed to have the moncy sent down and offered, and if it is not 
accepted to serve Sir Morgan with a subpoena to answer the 
Company’s bill in Chancery. Mr. Mun reports that he has been 
to Blackwall and found the Afary so unready that he thinks it 
impossible for her to go this year; whereupon discussion ensues 
whether to send the Hart to Surat and thence to Bantam, or to 
buy a ship of 300 tons for the southwards, and it is finally agreed, 
as before, that the J/ary be launched as soon as possible, and the 
Committees already appointed are directed to use all diligence in 
preparing her for the voyage. (1 p.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 15, 1636 (Court Book, vol. 
xvi, p. 108). 


Mr. Governor and Mr. Deputy relate that, on hearing the general 
report of Sir William Curteene’s intended voyage to the Red Sea 
and other parts in the East Indies, they thought fit to acquaint 
Lord Cottington with the danger which might be caused to the 
Company's factors and estate if this voyage should be allowed by 
permission of the King and State; they therefore waited on His 
Lordship, and after telling him besought his intervention with the 
King. Lord Cottington not being well enough to go himself, 
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promised to ask Mr. Secretary Windebank to inform His Majesty 
and to communicate the result within a day or two. Mr. Governor 
and Mr. Deputy therefore waited on His Lordship again, when he 
told them that Mr. Secretary had acquainted the King with their 
fears, who answered that the Company must not trouble about 
this business, for although these ships start by his permission, yet 
they will not go to any of those parts that may prejudice the 
Company. Lord Cottington then referred them to Mr. Secretary 
for further information, who reported that he is commanded by 
His Majesty to assure them that the current reports are ‘ vague 
and frivolous’, that the ships are to be employed on some secret 
design which he does not think fit to reveal at present, but the 
Company may rest satisfied that nothing is intended to their 
disadvantage ; Mr. Secretary also assured them that if this answer 
does not satisfy, if they will write their further reasons why these 
ships should not go he will lay the same before the King and ‘report 
his answer. Mr. Smithwick resents Mr. Governor's finding fault 
with him for constantly talking, taking upon himself to answer any 
questions asked, and not suffering others to speak ; so, thinking 
he is wronged and debarred of the freedom due to a Committee, he 
has complained and is commanded by the King to Ict the Governor 
and Court know that if they will not give him and his propositions 
a fair hearing His Majesty will himself consider his complaint ; 
whereupon Mr. Governor replies that he and Mr. Deputv have like- 
wise been instructed by an ‘honourable person and a privy coun- 
cillor’ that unless Mr. Smithwick amends his ill behaviour and 
turbulence he is to be turned out of the Court of Committees ; 
and so they warn him lest they see fit to put this command in 
practice. Motion made for altering the resolution to dispatch the 
Mary to Surat, all the former reasons for so doing being put 
forward ; after long dispute it is decided, both by the balloting-box 
and by erection of hands, to adhere to the former resolution ; 
Mr. Mountny is charged to send down provisions and stores for the 
said ship so that she may be ready to sail-at the first fair wind, 
and Mr. Swanly is desired to see that she gets safely to Erith. 
Dr. Sibold recommends his brother (who is also well spoken of by 
Dr. Warner and Dr. Micklethwayte) for entertainment as preacher 
for the fleet; his election deferred for a fortnight, during which 
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time Messrs. Craddock and Mustard are to make inquiries as to his 
preaching and conversation. Cowly, the boatswain, submitting to 
the deduction of twenty marks from his wages ordered to be paid 
to Robert Griffin (the boy he so barbarously whipped), is allowed 
to receive the remainder due to him. William Price, on the special 
recommendation of Messrs. Cockayne and Craddock, entertained as 
a factor for seven years at a-salary of 100 marks for the first year 
and 100/. for the other six, he promising to abstain from private 
trade beyond the allotted allowance. (3 pp.) 


THE REMONSTRANCE OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY TO THE 
KinG, [JANUARY, 1636] (Public Record Office: East Indies, 
vol. ivB, No. 16). 


1. They conceive it will be a great dishonour to the English 
nation, who have ever been accounted a faithful and peaceful 
people in those parts. 2. Fear it will disturb the truce lately 
made with the Portugals, if Indians and others navigating with 
their passes shall be disturbed in trade in the Red Sea and other 
places. 3. It will imperil the loss of their goods, and the lives of 
their factors in those parts. 4. The Red Sea being in the Grand 
Signour’s dominions, it will endanger the English factors and 
estates in all parts of Turkey. 5. These ships carrying but little 
stock in money or goods, it is doubtful if the commanders will 
adventure far upon any enterprise to make a voyage. Therefore 
they humbly pray that, as these reasons so much concern the two 
great trades of the kingdom and many of the adventurers have 
taken alarm, some declaration may be made in this behalf for 
their satisfaction. To the first four articles it is answered that 
Sir William Courten’s ships ‘ goe not neere any parte of the Redd 
Sea’. To the fifth, that when this complaint was presented the 
said ships were still in dock *a-trimminge’, and so the Company 
could know nothing about the stock to be embarked in them. And 
it is remarked that the past actions of this Company make them 
jealous of any preparations for discovery, ‘least it should finde 
some printe of their stepps in those parts they mencion, which 
they would have locked upp from all mens eyes butt their owne’: 
and that no one will undertake any voyage of discovery if he must 
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first acquaint the said Company, or any other, with all particulars 
of his intended design. (Endorsed : ‘ Answer to the Remonstrances 
of the East India Company.’ 1 p.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 20, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 111). 


Mr. Chambers acquaints the Court that his account in the 
Second Voyage is charged with brokes amounting to 7/. and that he 
should have received roo/. last year from the Company, but being 
a close prisoner in the Fleet at the time he could neither discharge 
the brokes nor receive the 1co/ ; he now desires that the said 
brokes may be remitted and the money allowed; this is con- 
sented to, provided the brokes do not exceed the interest. 
George Winniffe recommended by ‘the Deane of Paules’ as 
a steward’s mate; there being no vacancy he is offered a place 
as foremast man or to wait until next year. Captain Bardsy, who 
wishes to serve the King of Persia in his wars against the Turks, 
appears with letters from the Earl of Dorset, desiring leave from 
the Court to go in the next ships for Persia, and a recommendation 
to the factors there ; it being remembered that a similar request 
made by Captain Powle was refused for fear of what might happen 
if the Grand Seignor should hear that Englishmen assist the 
Persians in the wats against him, the Court refuses Captain 
Bardsy’s request and advises him to think of some more honourable 
and less dangerous employment. Mrs. Austen, widow and ad- 
ministratrix of Edward Austen, late master in the S:van, now wife 
of Dr. Savery, to be paid 40/. on account of goods left by the said 
Austen at Bantam. Proposal made by Mr. Bownest to send a good 
sum of money by the Mary for Persia, to help put off the cloth and 
tin lying there, which should have been taken by the King of 
Persia according to his contract; resolved that, if President 
Methwold thinks this the only way to dispose of the said com- 
modities, he be authorized in the general letters to send such 
a sum as he considers necessary. Three orders in the printed book 
concerning the power of the Auditors read by Mr. Smithwick’s 
request, who now declares that they have not been observed, and 
that the Secretary has been very neglectful and has not entered 
the proceedings of the courts for four or five months; also that 
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a court of the 23rd of November ‘last was never read and would 
have been concealed but for his interference ; he further avers that 
Mr. Cappur omitted many things in writing out the proceedings of 
this court and put others down wrongly, and requires him to say 
why the said court was not read, and whether he had been desired 
to conceal it. Mr. Cappur replies that the reading was only put 
off to make way for matters of more importance then in agitation, 
this being usually done, and it has since been forgotten to be called 
for; and to justify himself from the accusation of negligence 
declares that he wrote out the proceedings of this said court 
without omitting from or adding to his notes, but honestly, 
according to his oath. Mr. Smithwick, not being satisfied, presses 
for the court to be read, which is accordingly done; after taking 
exception to it, he reads an account taken by himself, on which 
the Court declares that Mr. Cappur’s has been ‘fairely drawn’ 
according to their remembrance, and that if he had erred in omitting 
anything so had Mr. Smithwick by enlarging too much. After 
long dispute and the Secretary’s acknowledgement of the non- 
entry of many courts, of which he has many times complained 
to the Governor, Captain Styles, Mr. Mun and others, asking them 
to order Richard Swinglehurst (who is paid to do it) to register 
the said courts or acquaint the Court with his neglect, it is resolved, 
on Richard Swinglehurst expressing his sorrow and excusing his 
omission on account of extraordinary pressure of private business, 
to pass by his offence, enjoining greater diligence on him for the 
future. Captain Styles reports that the Hart is ready with her 
full number of men, and desires that she may proceed to Erith on 
Friday come senight, and that Mr. Bowen may be ordered to send 
the letters, and Mr. Mountny such provisions as are wanting 
that so she may be dispeeded into the Downs: this is directed 
to be done. Mr. Mustard moves that Messrs. Mountny and 
Fotherby be desired to make out an account of all provisions and 
‘stores sent in the AZary and Hart for the supply of other ships, 
with a valuation of the same, to be put in the invoice, so that an 
exact account of their disposal may be had hereafter. Henry Smith 
to be paid 14, 7s. 6d. for charges in riding to Chilworth to offer rent 
to Sir Morgan. Randoll (which he refused) and serving him with 
asubpoena. (3 #9.) 


FOSTER. Cc. Me L 
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+ A CouRT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 22, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol, xvi, p. 115). 


Mr. Potter, administrator to Mr. Skibbow, deceased in India, 
desires to receive what is due to the account of the latter ; 
Mr. Sambrook replies that when he last made up Mr. Skibbow’s 
account he was indebted to the Company, besides their demands 
on him for errors committed, and 1,400/. debt claimed by the 
Banians,’ and an extent out of the King’s Exchequer ; Mr. Potter 
alleging that when he last saw the account 300/, or 400/. was due upon 
it, the Court directs that he and Mr, Sambrooke do make it up and 
present it to them, when fitting order shall be given. Ordered 
that William Swanly take the Za7y to Erith, and the Hart from 
thence to Tilbury Hope ; also that imprest money be paid to the 
men in the Hart. There being already sufficient stock provided 
for the ‘southwards’, it is agreed to send only 8,000/. in the Hart 
for Bantam instead of 10,000/. as formerly arranged. Mr. Governor 
reports that Lord Cottington thinks the Company should send 
a present to the Viceroy of Goa in the King’s naine, as they will 
benefit by the trade. George Winniffe accepts the Company's 
offer to go as foremast man, and is appointed to the Mary. George 
Gosnell petitions for settlement of his affairs ; the Court, remember- 
ing objections made against him the last voyage, and present 
complaint of his carrying out 100/. of quicksilver contrary to the 
King’s proclamation and condition of his bond of sco/.. thereby 
forfeiting the latter and his wages, understanding also that 103/. 
only is due to him, after consideration fines him 100/., and orders 
his account to be cleared. Mr. Muschampe’s demand for 45/. due 
to him on cne Norton’s account, but detained three years, is referred 
to the Committees of the Counting-house. Mr. Crane, one of the 
King’s naval officers, writing for 30,000 pipestaves for His Majesty's 
service, 20,000 are promised at 15/. per 1,000 ready money. The 
petition of Richard and Lettice Mellyn, who are suspected of 
having stolen nails and spikes from the Company's yard at Black- 
wall, referred for examination to the next court. (14 fp.) 


) Native merchants in India. 
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A COURT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 27, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 117). 


George Gosnell having obeyed the order of the last court, and 
general releases being sealed on both sides, his bond is ordered 
to be delivered up to be cancelled. Captain Moyer to be paid 5/. 
for receipt into and delivery from his ship of 800 pigs of lead. 
Mr. James Monger transfers 502/. 10s. with the proceeds in the 
Third Joint Stock to Mr. John Massingberd. A proposal that the 
Company shall lay out 20,000/., 30,000/,, or 40,000/, to buy in such 
adventures as are to be sold at easy rates is referred for further 
consideration. Thomas Morris, recommended by Mr. Throg- 
morton at’Leghorn, desires entertainment as factor, whereupon 
the Court is informed that there are thirty-one English factors 
at Surat already, half of whom could well be spared for Persia 
or elsewhcre. Motion made to send Mr. Methwold, or some other 
able man, to perfect the business in Persia, where there was 170.000/, 
in cloth and tin before the arrival of last year’s cargoes ; after debate 
it is decided that Mr. Methwold shall continue where he is, as 
Mr. Gibson, from his long experience. is as able as any one it is 
possible to send ; to refer it to Mr. Methwold to dispatch a good 
second to succeed Mr. Gibson; and to desire the latter to stay another 
year, he having promised by letter to exact the performance of the 
contract by the King’s officers, which it is thought may be done, as 
the silk in Persia must come to Europe by sca or through Muscovy, 
for it cannot come through Turkey as formerly, hecause of the 
wars. Resolved to comply with the King of Persia’s request to 
send him some ‘artsmen’. Nathaniel Mountny’s remonstrance 
read ; in it he recounts the good service he has rendered the Com- 
pany during his ten and a half years’ employment and desires that 
his business, which has been in question six months, may be settled 
and he given a gratification ; the Court, remembering the objections 
against him and his unsatisfactory answers thereto, also that he has 
confessed to the loss of 600/. private trade, he is called in and ques- 
tioned concerning the private trade of other men, but of this he 
pleads ignorance; whereupon, it being thought that if questioned 
in private he might disclose something, Messrs. Bownest, Cockayne, 
and Craddock are entreated to examine him on this subject. Sir 

L2 
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Bryan Eyanson, Mr. Wild, and others to be sued for bills long since 
due. Mr. Bowen ordered to write to Messrs. Cogill and Honny- 
wood and express the Company’s displeasure at being charged 
8,000 crowns for coral which they have not received, they having 
ordered 10,000 crowns to be spent in purchasing the same. 
Mr. Wansford, consul at Aleppo, having scnt two packets to the 
Company costing 7/. or 8/., this sum is ordered to be paid to him, 
with a gratification of 20/. in acknowledgement of his courtesy. 


(2 ff.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, JANUARY 29, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 119). 

Sir Bryan Eyanson and Mr. Wild declare that they have paid 
their share of the bills duc to the Company, and therefore desire 
that the suit against them may be stayed and the other debtors 
called upon ; the Court resolves to wait one week, and then, if 
payment be not made, to continue the suit. The request of Captain 
Slade for twenty men in addition to the 186 already allotted him, 
also for more ordnance and stores, refused. Mr. William Garway, 
Junior, who was lately admitted tenant of Blackwall yard and the 
land there, being chosen reeve of the Manor of Stepney. Messrs. 
Acton and Cappur are directed to desire a fresh election or to pay 
the fine. as Mr. Garway cannot serve. Proposition renewed to 
send a small ship instead of the A/ary, and offer made of a ship 
of 300 tons with seventy men upon freight for eightcen or twenty- 
four months at 400/ per month; for the fourth time the Court 
decides to adhere to its former resolution and to dispatch the A/ary, 
the said offer being considercd neither seasonable nor suitable. 
The master of the //art thinks she will be ready next weck. He 
reports that the wine has been shipped, but no other provisions, 
whereupon Mr. Mountny declares that these are ready and shall be 
sent at once. Ordered that the provisions that cannot go in the 
Hart shall be shipped in the J/ary. Two new courses and bonnets 
being wanted for the /Yart, Mr. Swanly declares that those belong- 
ing to the Exchange now at Blackwall will serve if lessened ; order 
given that these sails be fitted and sent to the master. Messrs. 
Swanly and Steevens directed to view and report on the Yonas, as 
if she can be made ready for the service of the Narrow Seas by the 
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end of April a good freight may be had for her; Mr. Fotherby 
desired to see her brought into dock. Rebecca, widow of Robert 
Barlow, prays some consideration; she is given 100 nobles in 
regard of her late husband’s services. Messrs. Whittaker and 
Webster nominated for the post of the Company’s correspondent at 
Amsterdam, but election deferred until next court, that the Com- 
mittees may learn their respective merits and suitability for that 
employment. Mr. Potter, renewing his suit for Mr. Skibbow’s 
estate, is told that on receipt of the latter’s accounts the Company 
will pay themselves first, that there is an extent out of the Ex- 
chequer, and that if he had not already received 400/. and other 
moneys it would now be denied him, but he shall be lawfully 
dealt with. Robert Thorne, a plater, who broke his thigh in the 
Hart, given 10s. from the poor-box. Mr. Acton’s bill of 4/. 5s. 4d. 
and Henry Smith's of 5s. to be paid. (2 fp.) 


A CouRT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 1, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 123). 

The Governor acquaints the Court that the Earl of Cleveland has 
chosen Mr. William Garway, Junior, (whose name is only used 
by the Company in trust as a teoffee for the estate which they hold 
of the Earl in their houses, yard, and docks at Blackwall) to be 
reeve of his manor of Stepney for the ensuing year, of which 
Mr. Acton informing the Lord Keeper it is hoped His Lordship will 
direct that Mr. Garway be relieved of this office. An order from 
the Court of Requests of the 28th of January last in the suit between 
Edward Harris and John Brockenden, plaintiffs, and Sir Morris 
Abbott and Mr. Robert Bateman, defendants, read, whereby it 
appears that the Lord Privy Seal has granted an injunction to stop 
the Company’s proceedings against the plaintiffs; resolved to 
entreat Mr. Governor to wait on His Lordship with some Com- 
mittces to tell him of the case, that so the injunction may be 
withdrawn and the Company permitted to take their course for 
recovery of their just debts, as otherwise the loss of many thousands 
of pounds in their estate is threatened. Mr. George Clarke, mer- 
chant, transfers 125/, adventure in the Third Joint Stock with all 
profits to Alderman Andrews; and Mr. William Palmer likewise 
transfers 300/ adventure in the same stock with all profits to 
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the said Alderman. At the request of George Newall in the Har¢, 
his aged mother is to be granted two months’ pay yearly from his 
wages. The men in the Mary to be allowed victuals during her 
stay at Erith. John Spiller directed to acquaint Sir Bryan Eyan- 
son, Richard Wild, George Page, and Mr. Clobery that unless 
they discharge their debt to the Company within a fortnight 
an action will be brought against them and tried in the Guildhall. 
It being observed what great loss the Company suffers through 
long outstanding debts, John Spiller is directed to collect the names 
of all who are debtors to the Company, either by bill or for goods, 
and are three months behind in their payment, and to present the 
list at the first court in each month, when cach party shall be called 
upon for payment, ‘or action will be promptly taken. The answers 
given by Nathaniel Mountny to Messrs. Cockayne and Craddock 
at his examination read, whereupon Mr. Smithwick informs the 
Court that he has heard that Mr. Mountny said to George Page 
that he could discover foul matters against Mr. Methwold, which if 
known to the Company would utterly undo him and cause his 
immediate recall. Mr. Mountny being questioned flatly denies 
having said so and declares that as far as he knows Mr. Methwold 
has served the Company fairly and honestly, but he admits telling 
George Page that Mr. Methwold had not dealt kindly with himself, 
for he had refused him the allowance for provisions at sea always 
permitted to those who have been of Council. (2 f.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 3, 1436 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 123). 

Mr. Governor reports that he with Mr. Deputy waited this 
morning on the Lord Privy Seal concerning the injunction granted 
by His Lordship in the case of Messrs. Brockenden and Harris 
against Mr. Treasurer Bateman and himself on behalf of the Com- 
pany, when His Lordship directed that the Company’s Counsel 
should attend to-morrow at the Court of Requests and then the 
case should be further considered. George Page being called in 
and questioned concerning the words reported to have beén said to 
him by Nathaniel Mountny, disclaims all knowledge of the same, 
or of having repeated them to Richard Wild, but confesses that 
Mountny complained to him of Mr. Mcthwold’s ‘ penuriousness’ in 
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not allowing him the usual provisions formerly givén by other 
Presidents. Richard Wild being unable to appear, further examina- 
tion of this matter is again deferred. Captain Styles reports 
that the Fonas cannot be ready in the required time, as all her 
masts are defective and must be renewed, which will cost 300/. or 
4oo/, also a further inspection of her timbers is necessary, for 
which carpenters must be obtained. Messrs. Swanly and Steevens 
hereupon declare that they have viewed the said ship's timbers and 
found them good, but her masts utterly defective ; yet that at some 
small cost she can be made serviceable both for this and another 
voyage, and that any work done to her shall be substantial and 
good. It is resolved that, the ¥onas proving satisfactory on further 
survey, Mr. Steevens be allowed to set men to work on her ; that 
Mr. Burges wait on the Admiralty for a warrant to press ships’ 
carpenters; and that Captain Styles and other Committees be 
entreated to buy suitable masts and have them made ready without 
delay. Mr. Vandeputt's offer of ‘neare upon 200 bullions’ of quick- 
silver at 2s. per lb., at a year's time from Midsummer, accepted. 
A tierce of canary wine allowed to be sent by his brother to 
Christopher Read, a factor at Bantam. Thomas Morris, formerly 
employed by Mr. Wright at ‘Legorne’, desires entertainment 
as factor in the Company's service; being recommended by 
Messrs. Cradock and Spurstowe, he is offered 30/. for the first year, 
rising 102. yearly for seven years. This, considering his ability and 
experience, he deems insufficient, having been offered 300 rials per 
annum at Leghorn; whereupon he is desired to consider and give 
an answer next Friday. Letter read from Sir Morgan Randoll, 
wherein he desires that the suit in Chancery brought against him 
by the Company may be settled by friends, and offers to refer it to 
Sir Hugh Hamersly or the Court of Committees ; the person who 
brought the letter is called in and told that Sir Morgan, by refusing 
to accept his rent, has brought this suit upon himself: that the 
Company are ready to pay arrears (they will pay them now to him 
ifhe has authority), which if he will receive and give acquittance 
for, the suit is finished ; he refuses to take the rent, but promises to 
acquaint Sir Morgan with what has been said and to return next 
week with an answer. Sir Morgan has refused the rent because he 
thinks that he and the Company are much wronged by those put in 


152 COURT MINUTES, ETC., OF THE 


trust at the Mills, The Court tonsents to the release upon bail 
of Lettice Mellyn (who is a prisoner in Newgate), conceiving it 
improper to pursue the extremity of the law for so small an offence 
as stealing a few nails. Miles White, late gunner in the Swallow, 
petitions for payment of his wages and to be cleared from the 
imputation of having caused the firing of the Swallow, in support 
of which he shows the signature of Captain Weddall and many 
others affixed to his petition ; the Court orders Mr. Cappur to read 
the depositions taken in India about this business, and if nothing is 
found therein against White a just answer shall be returned to his 
petition. William Prescott, brother and administrator to Edward 
Prescott, late factor to the Company, petitions for the remainder of 
his brother's estate, which appears by the account now presented to 
be about 234/.: the Court, finding that Edward Prescott died within 
six weeks of his arrival in India, conceives that to amass such an 
estate his private trade must have been excessive, and therefore 
desires further information ; this the brother is unable to supply, 
and so, in order to conclude this business, Edward Prescott having 
now been dead three or four years, it is ordered that the brother 
(who has already been paid 1o0o/.) be paid ancther too/. in full 
of all demands, for which he is to give the Company a lawful 


discharge. (33 fp.) 


A CouRT OF COMMITTEES, FERRUARY 5, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 127). 


At the request of Captain Styles, seven great cables are ordered 
to be provided for the ¥oxas. Consideration had ofthe petition of 
Miles White, late gunner in the Swallow ; Mr. Cappur reports that 
he has read the depositions relating to the burning of the said ship, 
but finds nothing therein against White, who is therefore ‘lent’ the 
wages due to him up to the firing of the Szvallow ; and because of 
his good reports from several commanders, is offered and accepts 
the post of gunner’s mate on the ¥onas. Mr. Stallon, master of 
the Hart, bound for Bantam, requests that if, on arriving, his ship is* 
found unfit for the return voyage he may be given a like position 
in some other homeward-bound vessel; Mr. Bowen directed. to 
desire the President and Council at Bantam in the general letters 
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to grant this request. Stallon is also accorded such sea provisions 
as are usually allowed to masters, and desired to fall down speedily 
with his ship to the Hope, there to lade for the voyage. Mr. Mountny 
ordered to dispeed provisions for his ship and also for the Mary. 
A letter of attorney-from the administrator of Edward Prescott to 
Matthew Foster being read, the Court orders that the 100/. agreed 
on at the last court be paid to the said Foster, he giving a general 
release. Mr. Governor acquaints the Court that a General Quarter 
Court is to be held in the afternoon, but that he knows of nothing 
to lay before it; on which it is moved that these General Quarter 
Courts be abolished, as they only engender quarrels and disputes ; 
but as they were appointed by a General Court it is considered 
that they must be dissolved by the same. Thomas Morris accepts 
the entertainment and salary offered him at the last court. Ordered 
that John, father of William Glynn in the Hart, receive yearly 
two months’ pay of his son’s wages, by request of the latter. 
Thomas Collyns, formerly servant to Mr. Leigh and recommended 
by Mr. Sainthill, a Turkey merchant, desires to be entertained 
as factor ; referred for answer until the next court. Ordered that 
los. be giveri to an armourer for his pains in bringing a complete 
suit of armour several times for the Company to buy. (13 ff.) 


A QUARTERLY GENERAL COURT. FEBRUARY 5, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. Avi, p. 129). 


Mr. Governor, on reading the last coust, intimates that the only 
event of importancé with which they have to acquaint the generality 
is the dispatch of the Sivan for the Coast, the Mary for Surat. and 
the Hart for Bantam, the J/ary having been sent more especially 
because of the Jate truce made with the Portuguese, who might 
have doubted the fairness of the Company’s intentions had fewer 
ships than formerly been dispatched this year; he then declares 
his own and the Committees’ readiness to listen and answer any 
Propositions. After a short silence Mr. Smithwick observes that 
these Quarter Courts were instituted principally for examination of 
orders made by the Company and to see that the same are duly 
observed and kept, and that, having been appointed: by the General 
Court one of the Auditors to look into the Company’s accounts, he 
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“has made some collections in writing and presented to Mr. Governor ; 

but before these are read he desires that the second order, as it was 
altered by the Committees of the generality, may be read. The 
said order is called for, but Mr. Governor, Mr. Deputy and others 
object to its being read before examination by the Court of Com- 
mittees and their answer thereto received, which answer, together 
with the collections made by Mr. Smithwick, should then be pre- 
sented to the General Court. Hereupon it is alleged that Mr, Smith- 
wick ‘doth soe abound in his owne sense as nothing will satisfy him 
if it bee not agreeable to his conceite and, apprehencion’ ; that 
he has proposed twenty different businesses to the Court, which 
have all been rejected by the majority ; and that he disturbs the 
affairs of the Company more than any one; he lately brought 
a message to the Court which he pretended was from the King and 
other honourable persons, but these have disavowed the same. 
Being asked whether his collections are signed by the other select 
Auditors, Mr. Smithwick replies that they are not, neither have 
the said Auditors read them, but he thinks they may now be read, 
they being for the good of the Company ; he further urges the 
reading of the second order. After long dispute this is done ; 
whereupon much argument arises concerning the freighting of 
ships, shutting up of the yard at Blackwall, and lessening of charges 
both at home and abroad ; all which Mr. Governor and the Com- 
mittees aver they have fully considercd and ordered the same 
as they think best for the Company’s good. It is now proposed 
that six of the most able adventurers join with the Court of Com- 
mittees to examine the ‘collections’; but this is strongly objected to 
by Mr. Governor, Mr. Deputy, and other Committecs, on the ground 
that it would be a slur on the ability and honour of those who 
have always served the Company with integrity and faithfulness, 
and would bring ‘disreputation’ on the Court of Committees ; 
if six of the generality like to come at any time into the Court of 
Committees to examine this busincss, they shall be welcome, but 
no order shall be made for their so doing. Mr. Governor promises 
that these papers shall be answered, and the replies presented and 
read at the next General Court. (2 /.) 
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A CourT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 10, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 131). 

William Baily entertained as master of the Mary at 5/. per month, 
on the recommendation of Captain Slade. Mr. Acton’s bill of 
3/. 1s. 6d. for law causes to be paid. George Tash, servant to 
Mr. Fotherby, appointed purser in the Fovas. Robert Addams 
petitions for re-employment, stating that he was entertained nine 
years ago as corporal to instruct the ships’ companies in the use of 
arms, and continued in that service four years; then landed at 
Armagon, where he remained eighteen months; went thence to 
Surat to convoy caphilaes [i. e. caravans] of money and goods, and 
commanded the ‘Court of guard’ at the Marine.’ He is promised 
a place in the Yonas if there isa vacancy. Captain Pynn proposed 
and approved of as Captain of the Yonas, if the King and State 
allow thereof. Mr. Mustard desired to select a trusty man to 
oversee the workmen and work done in the ¥onas, in order to make 
her fit for the King’s service and insure her speedy dispatch. Note 
read from Mr. Steevens, desiring planks, masts, &c. for the Yonas ; 
he is referred to Captain Styles, Messrs. Mun and Mustard, who 
are authorized by the Court to buy all such things, One hundred 
sword-blades at 7s. each, bought from Mr. Stone the cutler. Richard 
Boothby’s petition read ; he is called in and asked whether he has 
not lately signed a general release to the Company ; he denies 
doing so, and on being shown it replies ‘necessity hath noe lawe’, 
and that he was forced to sign or the money would not have been 
paid: the Court advises him to rest satisfied, as*he has been 
already paid over and above his due. Ordered that the money 
received by the Company for the three bales of calicoes belonging to 
Henry Quarles (part of the parcel seized at Bantam as private trade, 
sold and brought into the Company’s cash) be paid to the executor 
of the said Quarles for the sake of Sir William Beecher, at whose 
request Quarles, being his near kinsman, was entertained. (13 fp.) 


A COURT OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 12, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 133). 
Messrs, Styles and Cockayne directed to contract for purchase of 
oxen to provision the ¥onas, as the price of beef grows dearer 
1 The name given to the landing-place at Swally, the port of Surat. 
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‘betwixt this and Shrovetide’. Mr. Daniel Harvy requests that 
William Collett, whom he trained as an accountant, and who went 
to India as a ‘common man’ but has since been employed by 
Mr. Methwold as steward of the house at Surat, may be allowed 
some means of livelihood, and offers to give a bond of 50o/. for his 
honesty; agreed to allow the said Collett 20/. per annum from 
Christmas and to promise him further consideration should his 
service so deserve. Mr. Thomas Davis, merchant, of Alderman- 
bury, accepted as security for Thomas Morris, a factor in the Hart. 
Mr. Treasurer reminds the Court of the pearls, jewels, and other 
valuables still in his custody, and desires they may be sold and not 
lie dead in the Company's hands ; resolved to have an inventory 
made of them and their value by a skilful lapidary, to be assisted 
by Alderman Highlord, Mr. Treasurer, Messrs. Styles, Cockayne, 
Mustard, and Kerridge, who are to try to sell all the pierced pearls 
and other jewels (but to acquaint the Court before concluding 
a bargain) and to return all the unpierced pearls to Persia, where, 
according to information, they will yield 25 per cent profit. The 
skipper who brought the gold from Rotterdam to be paid 5/. Sir 
Bryan Eyanson and Mr. Page desire ten days respite for payment 
of the money owing to the Company by them and their partners. 
Mr. Cloberry’s sickness has caused the delay, but, he being recovered, 
they intend to settle their accounts and pay the said debt ; their 
request is granted, but they are warned that should they fail to pay 
at the expiration of the given time proceedings will be taken against 
them. Letter read from Mr. Muschampe, in which he desires to be 
paid the 45/. owed him by the Company, or to have leave to recover 
it by law; the Court rememberiiy: that this business was referred 
to several Committees, who, owing to the absence of Gabriel Hawly, 
did nothing therein, refers it to them again and entreats Mr. Cockayne 
to join with them ; and if they shall find that the moncy is justly 
due, to make payment thereof to Mr. Muschampe, otherwise to 
report their opinion to the Court. Mr. Travers, administrator 
to Captain Lee, proposes that the Court buy or accept 300/. adven- 
ture in the Third Joint Stock at the rate of go/. per hundred in 
satisfaction of his debt of 400/., and the shortage he will pay 
in money; this the Court cannot agree to, it being a rule not 
to accept adventures in payment for debts due by bills, and he 
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is desired to think of some other course. Mr. John Grimshaw 
transfers 100/. adventure in the Third Joint Stock with all profits 
to Sir Morris Abbott. Mr. Hayward, kinsman to Mrs. Hopkinson, 
desires payment of the moneys due to the late Joseph Hopkinson, 
her husband; whereupon the Court causes the letter written to 
them by Messrs. Mountny and Joyce to be read, in which the 
debauched life and conversation of Hopkinson during his Presi- 
dency is depicted. Mr. Hayward is also told of the 400 rials paid 
by Hopkinson out of the Company’s cash to Mr. Gore, which must 
be made good out of the estate, and is then asked whether he has 
Mrs. Hopkinson’s authority to receive what the Court shall order ; 
replying in the affirmative, he is desired to inform her of the debt 
of 400 rials to be paid out of her husband’s estate, and that if she 
will submit herself to the Court's decision the business shall be 
concluded next Wednesday. (24 fp.) 


A COURT OF COMMITTEES. FEBRUARY 17, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 135). 


Being informed of the ‘ ill carriage and behaviour ’ of Christopher 
Fleming, a factor at Jambi, the Court resolves to dismiss him and 
to direct that he be sent home. Henry Smith chosen ‘steward for 
the Yonas, and Mr. Boddam, recommended by Captain Styles and 
Mr. Cockayne, accepted as master of the said ship. Mr. Governor 
and Mr. Deputy report their attendance on Lord Cottington con- 
cerning Sir William Curteene’s intended voyage, when they told His 
Lordship that notwithstanding the King's late gracious answer, yet 
from recent information they must still think that these ships are 
going to the East Indies or to the Red Sea ; they again referred to 
the ill consequences that would ensue to the Company and desired 
His Lordship to consider hereof and inform the King. Lord 
Cottington accordingly spoke with His Majesty on the subject, 
who answered that ‘ upon the word of a King and as hee is a Chris- 
tian King’ no hindrance or damage is intended to the Company's 
trade, nor will these ships go where the Company have commerce, 
but for a voyage of discovery under Sir William Curteene, who 
is a responsible man ; His Lordship advised them to rest satisfied 
with this declaration, and told them that only one ship and a pin- 
Nace are to be sent on the intended voyage. Mr. Smithwick’s, 
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‘collection and complaint shown at the -last- General Court now 
read ; after careful consideration, the Court resolves that in justice 
to its members these ‘unjust and scandalous aspersions’ must 
be answered severally, and therefore Alderman Abdy, Messrs. Mun, 
Cockayne, Langham, Kerridge, Spurstow, and Francklyn, or any 
four of them, are entreated to peruse and digest the same and 
to prepare careful and exact answers ready to present to the next 
General Court, when they shall be read together with the said 
complaint. Mr. Hayward acquaints the Court that he has told his 
kinswoman, Mrs. Hopkinson, of the debt of 400 rials charged on 
her late husband’s estate, and that she is willing to submit to the 
Court’s decision. Upon Mr. Sambrooke presenting the account, 
it is found that 160/. remains due after all deductions made ; so, in 
regard that Mrs. Hopkinson is left very poor, with two children to 
maintain, it is agreed not to abate anything on account of her late 
husband's private trade but to give her the 16o/. in full, she signing 
a general release to the Company. Consideration had whether 
Mr. Henry Whittaker or Mr. John Webster shall supply the place 
of the late Mr. Barlowe at Amsterdam; by erection of hands 
Mr. Whittaker is chosen as the fittest man to be the Company's 
correspondent there. (2 ff.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES. FEBRUARY 19, 1636 (Court Look, 
vol. xvi, p. 137). 

Mr. Stallon desiring another cable for the //art, as the pilot 
doubts the strength of the two aboard, Messrs. Swanly and Young 
are ordered to give him one from the J/ary and supply her with 
another. At Mr. Swanly's request his son, aged seventeen, is 
entertained to go with Captain Slade in the AZary; Captain Styles 
and Mr. Mustard to settle his wages. Ordered that Mr. Champneys, 
father and executor to Richard Champneys, receive 5o0/. from his 
son’s wages, the remaining 200/. to be kept by the Company till 
the return of the ships from Bantam. Messrs. Bownest, Craddock, 
and Francklyn entreated to speak with Sir John Wolstenholme 
about the oath to be taken before one of the Barons concerning the 
lading of the ships. John Mountny to enter the money provided 
for the Hart and have it shipped before her departure from Graves- 
end. .Anthony Verneworthy nominated as factor for Bantam, and 
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Mr. Kerridge desired to ascertain whether he intends to go in the 
Hart. (kp.)- 


FuE DEpuTIES OF THE DuTCH INDIA COMPANY TO THE 
SratEs-GenERAL, FEBRUARY 21 695 (public Record Office: 


East Indies, vol. iv 8, No. 17). 


Requesting that the business concerning Colonel Annand? may 
be put forward with all convenient speed and maintenance of the 


Company’s right. (14 7.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, FEBRUARY 26, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 138). 


Ordered that Margarct, wife of William Minors, master of the 
Speedwell, be paid 12/. sent home by her husband. Hogan Hovell, 
a grocer, allowed as sccurity for James Mathews in the Hart. 
The Mary being ready to proceed to Gravesend, John Young 
to be directed to send a pilot to take her to the Hope, where 
Captain Slade is advised to anchor, rather than at Gravesend, 
for the better keeping his men on board until the ship is fully 
Jaden, which Mr. Mountny is to see done as quickly as possible. 
Motion of Captain Slade, seconded by Mr. Mun, that the Mary be 
allowed her former proportion of 200 men, as it is feared men will 
be wanted in India for the ships homeward-bound ; Captain Styles 
and Mr. Mustard to decide what is to be done in this matter. 
Consideration had of the accusations brought against Nathaniel 
Mountny, who being called in, these with his answer and Messrs. 
Cockayne and Craddock’s examination of them are read; many of 


» Among the Hague Transcripts at the India Office is a letter from the Dutch Company 
to the Governor-General at Batavia, dated April 17, 1636 (Series ii, vol. iti, No. 109), in 
which it is stated that in September, 1635, » Scotsman named Alexander Annand applied 
to them for passages to Persia for himseif and fifty or sixty soldiers, with the object 
of serving the Shah in his wars. The request was refused, wherenpon the adventurers 
hired vessels in turn at Medemblick and Rotterdam, but only to be stopped at ench place 
on the representations of the Company. They then appealed to King Charles, and 
Boswell, the English Resident, interfered in the matter; but the Company stood firm, 
and Annand and the rest chartered two ships in the Elbe for a voyage to Persia. The 
outcome is not known. A letter from the Dutch Company to the States-General on 
this subject will be found at p. 65 of vol. cxlix of the State Pafers: Holland, at the 
Récord Office, 
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the charges are observed not to have been proved, but that he had 
offended in private trade was evident, and confessed by himself 
as the means whereby he made his money, though not to the 
prejudice of the Company, for he had seldom sent commodities 
from port to port in their ships but had bought corn and other pro- 
visions and resold them, thus making 25 to 30 per cent? pfofit 
in three months. Being asked whether he would refer himself and 
submit to the censure of the Court and replying in the affirmative, 
he is desired to withdraw and it is then debated what fine shall be 
imposed on him, some moving for the forfeiture of his bond on 
report of his great estate brought home, while others that some 
consideration should be shown him on account of his great ability 
and the good service done by him in Mr. Hopkinson’s time in 
undertaking and perfecting the accounts, which, from sickness and 
mortality of the factors, and negligence of the said Hopkinson, had 
been so badly kept that without his work the Company would 
have suffered greatly. His-account being now presented and it 
appearing that 270/. is due to him, after some argument it is pro- 
posed that he be fined either 100 marks or 100/., and it is finally 
agreed that he pay 100 marks for his private trade and all other 
offences. (13 ff.) 


Str JouN PENNINGTON, ON BOARD THE VANGUAKD IN THE 
Downs, TO THE COUNCIL, FEBRUARY 29, 1636 (Public Record 
Office : Dom. Chas. I, vol. ccexiv, No. 107). 

.+. There.is a great rumour that Sir William Courteen is setting 
out ships for the South Seas, and that Captain Weddall goes chief 
commander of them ; others say that he is stayed by a letter from 
the King to’go along with our Custus Maris. Prays Nicholas’s 
opinion of it, and whom the Lord Custos has made choice of to 
command his own ship. ... 


A COURT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 2, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 140). 

The Court (at the request of his mother) directs that Henry 
Greeneway be sent home from Bantam, where he was left by 
Captain Swanly. Mr. Boddam approved of as master of the 
Yonah, at a salary of 20 nobles per month, with promise of a grati- 
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fication at his return; he is to be allowed a good pilot for the 
voyage, and order given that all possible diligence be used to finish 
the work on his ship. On reading a letter from Messrs. Stallon 
and Young mentioning that provisions for the Hart and Mary are 
still wanting,’ Mr. Fotherby is directed to see that these be sent 
without delay. Nathaniel Mountny’s bond to be delivered up to, 
be cancelled, he giving a general release to the Company. 
Clement Evans, an expert goldsmith, entertained on his own 
adventure to serve the King of Persia, and promised a free passage 
and an introduction by the Company’s Agent there. Alderman 
Wright repeats his application that his account may be discharged 
of a broke of 4o/., imposed for not shipping pepper bought of 
Mr. Thomlinson, who, now appearing, declares that he sold the 
Alderman the pepper and gave him the Company’s warrant ; after 
serious discussion the majority of the Court agrec that the broke 
ought ‘to lye upon the taker out’, and that it cannot be settled 
upon Alderman Wright, as he did not buy the pepper from the 
Company ; but a decision is referred to the next court, when the 
warehouse books of delivery and receipt are to be produced, 
wherein the conditions on which the pepper was sold may be read. 
The Court directs that if Edward Collett (now at Armagon) be 
found fit for better employment, the Chief at the Coast is to enter- 
tain him; otherwise to send him home. Solomon Steevens, 
formerly.in the Company's service in India, entertained as steward’s 
mate in the Yonah. Ordered that an additional sum of 4o0/. be 
paid to George Cavill, executor to Arthur Suffeild. (4 pf.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 4, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 142). 


The question as to the settlement of the broke on Alderman 
Wright or on Mr. Thomlinson’s account is renewed, and the ware- 
house books produced, but no mention found in them as to the 
transportation of the pepper. Mr. Charke alleges that Alderman 
Wright entered the said pepper in the Custom-house and finally 
sold it in town, and that he did not know it ever belonged to 
Mr. Thomlinson ; decision herein again deferred. Captain Slade 
reports a great want of men for the Mary and Hart, because of 
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greater wages given in other voyages; he desires 100°extra men, 
and forty pieces of ordnance instead of his usual proportion of 
thirty-two. Taking into consideration that Sir William Curteen’s 
ships are supposed to be bound for India, and the desirability of 
the Company’s ships being sufficiently furnished, the Court resolves, 
notwithstanding former order, to increase the number of men in 
the Mary from 180 to 200, and her ordnance from 32 to 36 pieces ; 
it is also agreed that 100 more men be entertained for each ship, 
with provisions in proportion, and Messrs. Bownest and Spurstowe 
are entreated to see to the engaging of them. Benjamin Webb, 
Tecommended by his master Mr. Buckett as very sufficient in the 
‘art of lymning’, is entertained at his own expense to serve the 
King of Persia, but allowed free passage out and home and an 
introduction from the Company’s Agent to the said King.1_ The 
Court takes notice that the rumours of Sir William Curteen’s 
voyage to the Indies increase daily, and that four ships and 
a pinnace are said to be going, instead of one as formerly reported : 
also that many of the Company’s factors and seamen have been 
entertained for it, and commodities suitable for India bought. 
Opinions are divided whether to rely on the fair promises and 
answers received from the King, or to call a General Court and 
consult on the matter, or to remonstratc by petition to His Majesty ; 
by erection of hands the last course is decided on, and Mr. Governor, 
with others whom he shall choose, is entreated to draw up such 
a petition, setting forth the Company's suspicions and further 
reasons for remonstrance. Mr. Treasurer ordered to pay the 10/. 
assessed on the Company's house for ship-money. John Mountny 
desires to be paid 9/. due to him and declares he can no longer serve 
the Company, as he has been engaged for Sir William Curteen’s 
voyage. Being questioned, he acknowledges that he has not per- 
fected his books, pretends ignorance of everything concerning the 
said voyage, and alleges that he is leaving the Company's service 
as his salary does not cover his expenses; the Court being much 
displeased at this, he having been trained in the Company’s service 
from his minority, refuses to sign his warrant and refers the matter 

Webb was drowned at the Cape, on the outward voyage, by the sinking of a boat. 


William Price, cape merchant, Joseph Swanley, master’s mate, and nine others were lost 
at the same time. (Log of the Vary; Marine Kecords, vol. Ixii.) 
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for further consideration. Proposition made to send the Mary to 
Goa, to prevent any idea of neglect of trade there. (2% ff.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 7, 1636 (Court Book, vol. 
xvi, p. 144). 

The petition to the King relating to Sir William Courteene’s 
voyage ordered at the last court to be drawn up is now presented 
and approved; it sets forth the Company’s gratitude for His 
Majesty's gracious answers returned to the late remonstrance 
concerning the said voyage, but goes on to express a fear that the 
King is not fully informed of its intended design ; that the one 
ship and pinnace have now increased to four ships and a pinnace, 
and the provisions in proportion, while many of the Company’s 
commanders and factors have been engaged, thus depriving their 
former masters of their services and increasing the suspicions that 
these ships are intended for the East Indies. The great scarcity 
of merchandise occasioned by the late famine and pestilence in 
India has caused the Company's fourteen ships at present in those 
parts to lie idle, although they have a larger stock in India and 
Persia to buy commodities than ever before (which is well known 
to Captain Weddall, who is engaged for Sir William Courteene’s 
voyage); therefore it cannot but be most prejudicial to the 
Company if other ships are allowed to trade to those parts before 
its own are fully supplied and returned. The Company humbly 
prays that Sir William Courteene’s ships may be restrained from 
any command over their vessels, and may be debarred from 
bringing into Europe any of the commodities with which the 
Company’s ships are laden for home, for it is certain that all cannot 
be supplied, as ‘th’ one will undoubtedly undoe th’ other’. The 
Company, according to the King's express command, has done its 
best to continue and support the trade. and if from this cause it 
becomes deserted the members pray that it may not be imputed to 
their neglect, and that they may have three years’ liberty, according 
to their charter, to recall their ships, factors, and estate. Twenty 
shillings given to Robert Remington, an Irish minister recom- 
mended by the Lord Chancellor and Primate of Ireland. Mr. Stallon, 
master of the Hart, with forty or fifty of his men and the pilot are 
directed to help the Mary to Tilbury Hope. Ordered that the 
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beef for the ¥onak be cut, as formerly, in four pieces and not in two 
as is done in the King’s service. (2 pp.) 


A CourT oF COMMITTEES, MARCH 9, 1636 (Court Book, vol. 
xvi, p. 146). 

Mr. Governor relates that he, with Mr. Deputy, Alderman Abdy, 
and Mr, Mun, went yesterday to Whitehall and waited all the 
morning, being ‘sermon day’, hoping through favour of Lord 
Cottington and Mr. Secretary Cooke to gain private access to the 
King and deliver to him the Company’s petition concerning Sir 
William Curteen’s voyage, and to be able to speak more fully on 
that matter; but it was not until after dinner that he presented 
the petition to His Majesty, who took it from his hands but gave 
no answer to it, though they waited all the afternoon. Mr. Governor, 
hearing that ‘the Lords Grace of Canteibury’ was in private 
council with the King, determined to wait on him at Lambeth 
and desire his favourable intervention with His Majesty, and at 
seven o'clock this morning went and was admitted, and informed 
him of the matter, but His Grace had to be with the King at half- 
past seven o'clock, and so took a copy of the petition, promising to 
read it and speak to the King and Lords about it and desired that 
Mr. Sherburne should attend to-morrow to hear their answer It 
having been asserted that some of the Committees are adventurers 
in Sir William Curteen’s intended voyage, they are all enjoined 
by the oath they have taken to clear themselves of this aspersion, 
that the guilty may be discovered. Sir Hugh Hamersly acquaints 
the Court that the ‘Garbler of London’ has informed against him 
in the Exchequer for transporting ungarbled pepper and cloves 
bought from the Company; Sir Hugh, thinking this concerns the 
Company equally with himself, desires that they join with him to 
take advice therein, whereupon the Company’s patent under the 
Great Seal is produced, and the matter in question referred to, 
when it is conceived that there is no need to fear any information 
made against them; however, Mr. Acton is directed to take tne 
patent and the information against Sir Hugh to Mr. Recorder for 
his opinion, and to prepare this business by next term, so that on 
a motion from the Barons the prosecution by the Garbler may be 
stayed. Thomas Turner, purser in the Charles, acknowledging his 
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private trade and referring himself to the censure of the Court, 
a fine of 20/. is imposed, to be deducted from his wages ; ordered 
that his accounts be cleared, his bond cancelled, and he paid what 
remains due to him on giving the Company a general release. {2 fp.) 


A CouRT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 11, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 149). 


Mr. <Acton’s bill of 5/ 5s. for law causes to be paid. 
Mr. Governor acquaints the Court that there will be a meeting 
at the ‘councell table’ to-morrow afternoon to discuss the design 
of Sir William Curteen’s intended voyage. James Townesend of 
Hackney allowed as security for Robert Offly, purser’s mate of the 
Mary. Question raised whether to send the 28,000/. formerly 
agreed on in the Mary or to abstain from sending any money, in 
regard of the great stock already in India, there being 150,000/. at 
Surat, besides 10,000/. expected from Persia. Some think it wiser 
to take up money at interest in India than to send it out ; but after 
much dispute it is decided that 28,000/. in silver and 2,000/. in gold 
shall be dispatched in the said ship. John Mountny renews his 
request to be paid 9/. 13s. 4d. due for ten weeks’ salary; he is 
directed to perfect the Company’s accounts and deliver them to 
Mr. Markham. He is then told of his ingratitude in leaving them 
incomplete after being twelve years in the Company’s service, but 
that the Court on hearing how the accounts stand will order 
payment of what is due unto him. Mr. Deputy,-his brother, 
Mr. William Garway, and Mr. Abraham Beck allowed as security 
for silk bought of the Company by Mr. Deputy. Consideration 
had of Mr. Smithwick’s petition to the Lord Keeper, complaining 
of the Governor and Deputy'’s bad management of the trade, and 
desiring his 7,000/. stock from the Company in order to pay his 
debts and maintain himself, his wife, and family ; resolved that the 
Governor and Deputy wait on the Lord Keeper to-morrow morning, 
when they doubt not but to satisfy His Lordship on this matter. 
At the desire of John Turner, lately entertained as factor, his 
wages are raised from 20/. to 30/. per annum and 1o/. rising, he 
being recommended by Mr. Deputy and undertaking to serve the 
Company for seven years. (2 pp.) 
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A CourT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 14, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 151). 

John Quaintrell, lately entertained as smith in the Mary, refusing 
to serve on account of the smallness of his wages, a warrant against 
him has been obtained from Sir Henry Martin ; he, now appearing, 
demands first 30s., then 26s. per month, but finally refers himself to 
the Court, and, as he is an able workman, Messrs. Styles and Spur- 
stowe are desired to settle his wages. Being informed that 
Mr. Treasurer has only twenty-six chests for the Mary, the Court, 
after conference with Mr. Massingberd, orders that as much more 
as possible be procured both in silver and ingots of gold to make 
up the 30,000/. formerly decided upon. Mr. Sherburne directed to 
procure a letter from the King to the Viceroy of Goa, to whom the 
Court thinks meet to present a scarlet and a black cloth; also 
to precurc a warrant for siateen barrels of powder for the Mary. 
Captain Slade given 100 marks for his encouragement and to 
furnish him for the voyage. He is directed to hasten his ship into 
the Downs, and at his request is allowed fresh victuals in port as 
formerly. Copy of his articles of agreement made the 21st of 
December, 1635, with the Company 1cad, wherein he consents 
to go as commander in the Mary to Surat and other parts of the 
East Indies in accordance with instructions given him; he- is 
allowed a salary of 15/. per month, and directed to refer himself 
for gratification to the Governor, Deputy, and Committees; he 
is also permitted to take out 400/. in goods and to bring the 
proceeds of the same back to England. (13 fp.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, Marcu 16, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 153)- 


Humphrey Thompkins recommended by his kinsman, John 
Cartwright, for entertainment as factor at 50/. per annum and 
rol. rising for seven years; the Court refuses, for the sake of 
precedent, to give such high wages. Mr. Thomlinson again re- 
quests that the brokes for pepper may be settled on Alderman 
Wright’s account, as he, after buying the pepper for transportation, 
had sold it in town contrary to the Company’s orders; the Alder- 
man not appearing, Captain Crispe is desired to confer with him 
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and end the matter. Mrs. Hoare presents a note of the estate 
carried out by her husband in apparel, provisions, commodities, 
and ready money, amounting to 1,100/. or 1,200/, and desires 
that the same may be taken into the Company's cash and disposed 
of ; the Court observes that, notwithstanding his agreement, her 
husband went out provided to indulge in private trade, thereby 
forfeiting his bond, and directs Mr. Bowen to write to the factors in 
Persia to bring the said estate to the Company’s cash and send home 
a perfect inventory of it. Upon petition of Mr. Tynes, his wages 
are raised from 50/. to 80/. per annum, his former salary. Thomas 
Rilston also allowed his former salary of 50/. per annum. (14 ?.) 


A Court oF COMMITTEES, MarcH 18, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 154). 

Mr. Steevens offers to supply the Company with 300 loads 
yearly of knee timber and plank fiom Ireland; the Court, knowing 
these commodities are scarce and will always sell to advantage, 
directs Messrs. Styles, Mun, and Stcevens to treat for 100 loads 
yearly, or more as they think right. Mr. Alderman Wright and 
Mr. Thomlinson appear, and, after long debate, the Alderman offers 
to bear half the broke, but finally consents to the whole being 
charged to his account. Richard Higham, late purser in the 
Exchange, petitions for mitigation of the fine of 333/. 6s. 8d. 
imposed on him for private trade, he having lost 185/. by the 
cloves and indigo the Company took from him, and is not conscious 
of any wrong he has done them; his private trade. having been 
excessive, his petition is referred for consideration to the next 
court. On petition of Hugh Musgrave, master’s mate in the Mary, 
the Court orders three months of his wages to be paid to John 
Southam, under whose care his five motherless children are left. 
Mr. Mountny directed to send samples of refined and unrefined 
saltpetre to the Indies for the factors to see the difference, one 
being found here as good as the other. The Court resolves to 
keep the seven pendant pearls in England, but desires Mr. Treasurer 
to pack the unpierced pearls to be sent back to Surat. After long 
debate as to the valuation of rials of eight in Persia, whether thirteen 
or sixteen shahees, and of the advantage or damage caused by such 
valuation, the matter is referred for further consideration. (14 ff.) 
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A CouRT OF COMMITTEES, MARCH 21, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 156). 


The disposal of the pearls again considered. Mr. Emans,a gold- 
smith, offers to buy the pearls No. 10 at 15/.the ounce. Mr. Clay, 
another goldsmith, offers 1,800/. for the whole parcel, then 2,000/. 
at four, six months, and finally buys them all, No. 10 at 16/. the 
ounce, and the rest for 500/., at six and six months. Ordered that 
Mr. Sherburne draw up a brief petition to the King, renewing the 
complaint of the Amboyna business, and annex to it a copy of 
the last petition. Richard Higham’s request for mitigation of 
his fine again considered ; and it appearing that he had been fined 
4oo/, at one court for excess in private trade, 100 marks of which 
fine was remitted at a following court, no further abatement is allowed 
him. The Court agrees to Sir Henry Vane having the powder- 
mills for 200/, as formerly offered, and o1deis Mr. Sambrooke to 
draw up a note of the money spent in building and repairing them, 
the fine paid, and annual rental. (3 p.) 


A CourT oF COMMITTEES, MARCH 23, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 157). F 


Letter read from the Lord Viscount Say and Seale on behalf of 
John Perkins, purser’s mate in the Mary, desiring that he may be 
employed on shore at Surat as a factor ; this is refused, but Perkins 
is promised that upon any opportunity arising he shall be prefeired 
in the ship. His father accepted as his security. Messrs. Styles 
and Mun desired to contract, as formerly ordered, for 100 loads of 
knee timber ; Mr. Styles allowed to buy more on his own account 
and store them at Blackwall, that if occasion arise the Company 
may have them. At Captain Feilding’s desire he is allowed two 
whole culverins more than the proportion allotted the Yonas. 
Thomas Andrews, son of Richard Andrews, a free brother of the 
Company, zdmitted by patrimony, takes his oath, and gives 225. to 
the poor-box. Mr. Treasurer ordered to pack up the remainder of 
the pearls for Surat and ship them in the Mary. (3 2.) 
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ELIZABETH, QUEEN OF BOHEMIA, TO SIR THOMAS ROE. 
Te Hacug, ES, 1636 (Public Record Office : Dom. Chas. 1, 
vol. cccxvii, No. 12). 

. +. Is sure Sir Thomas knows the romance some would put into 
Rupert’s head of conquering Madagascar, where Porter, they say, is 
to be a squire, when he shall, Don Quixote like, conquer that famous 
island ; but, in earnest, she begs Sir Thomas to seek to put such 
windmills out of Rupert's head; she has written to him of it herself... 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 6, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 158). 

Mr. Governor reports a motion to build a pinnace of about 
eight} tons for Bantam and the river of Jambi, to be ready for dis- 
patch by the end of August, as owing to there being a quantity of 
small timber in Blackwall yard the building of such a pinnace will 
not be so chargeable as freighting or buying a ship of like burden ; 
after debate it is resolved to build a pinnace, not to draw above 
eight foot of water, and Mr. Steevens is directed to make a model 
first and show the Court. Captain Styles and others authorized to 
buy and kill forty oxen to victual the said pinnace, and the brewer 
ordered to provide beer for her. Captain Milward reports his 
inability to pay the Company for nineteen bales of silk, and desires 
they will take them from him and not hold him accountable, he 
not having given any security nor even had the silk in his posses- 
sion ; the Court decides to sell the said nineteen bales of silk by 
the candle, setting the price at 23s. the lb. at eighteen months time. 
Abraham Beck bids for them at twenty months and William 
Cockayne at fifteen; so they are sold to the latter. Payment 
ordered of Samuel Sambrooke’s bill of 8/. 4s. 6d. for his own, 
Henry Smith’s, and Thomas Morris's charges for travelling to the 
Downs to dispeed the Hart, and of a bill of Henry Smith’s of 
3l. 4s. 6d. for going to the Downs to dispeed the Mary. (14 pp.)* 


A Court oF COMMITTEES, APRIL 8, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 159). 

The widow and administratrix of Henry Stout desires to be 
paid 22/. belonging to her late husband and left by her for two 
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years in the Company's hands, on their promise to allow five 
per cent. interest for the good of her son, as the boy’s uncle. has 
promised to add to this sum and buy a piece of land for his nephew ; 
ordered that both principal and interest be paid her, she giving 
security to employ the money as proposed. Mr. Potter, adminis- 
trator to the late John Skibbow, requests some further part of his 
estate, but is referred until the return of the Bantam ships, until 
when his account cannot be made up. ( /.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 13, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 160). 


Sir Hugh Hamersly, Alderman Abdy, Alderman Andrews, 
Mr. Treasurer Bateman, and Mr. Kerridge entreated to attend the 
Lord Privy Seal, the Lord of Dorset, and the Lord Newburgh 
next Thursday morning concerning the petition of Francis Browne, 
executu: to 1homas Barker, deceased in Persia, for the remainder 
of the said Barker's estate, and to take with them Mr. Sambrooke, 
John Cappur, and Thomas Rilston. Mr. Mountny ordered to give 
the quarter’s rent of the powder-mills due last Lady Day to Henry 
Smith, who is to pay the same to Sir Morgan Randoll at Chilworth. 
Committees for the Warchousc desired to view the silk bought from 
the Company by Mr. Cockayne and make him the usual allowance 
for what is defective, which, according to Captain Milward, is 
2l, upon a bale for the ‘Ardas’'. Mr. Biggs desiring that the 
dispute between himself and the Company about setting out the 
land at Blackwall may be terminated, Mr. Bowen is directed to 
survey the said land. Motion to sell the remaining saltpetre to the 
King at the price formerly agreed upon, namely, the unrefined 
at 3/. per ton and the refined at 3/. 10s., abating 160/. on the 
seventeen tons ; the Court, conceiving this remainder to be as good as. 
the other, decides not to make any abatement but to sell it at the 
former price for ready money, and directs Mr. Sherburne to procure 
a warrant for payment, if it be bought on these terms. Mr. Cockayne 
and Alderman Andrews allowed as security for silk bought by the 
former from the Company. William Reynolds and Richard Hamor 
allowed as security for dust of indigo. Richard Clay, goldsmith, 


. A particularly good variety of Persian silk. It seems to have taken its name from 
Arras or Arrash, a town in Georgia, now known as Ehizabetpol or Ganja. 
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and Hester Rogers, widow, allowed as security for pearls bought 
by the former. The objections presented by Mr. Smithwick to the 
last General Court, with the answer to them drawn up by the Com 
mittees appointed, are read, and the answer approved. The adven- 
ture of the late Mr. Richard Dike, being 244/. 15s. 4d. paid into the 
Third Joint Stock, is transferred to Mr. Jay, one of his creditors, 
with consent of the administratrix, Mrs. Martha Nuby, and the 
said Mr, Dike’s son. (14 ff.) 


A CourT OF CoMMITTEES, APRIL 22, 1636 (Court Book, vol. 
xvi, p. 162). 

Mr. Mountny presents a list of provisions desired by the surgeon 
in the Yovas for the sick men on board; these are ordered to be 
provided and delivered to the purser’s special care. Mr. Governor 
and Mr. Deputy relate what passed before the Lord Keeper when 
Mr. Smithwick’s complaints were shown him. His Lordship 
granted three days to hear these and the answers thereto read ; 
and, after listening to the same for several hours on each day, 
declared that from Mr. Smithwick’s complaints he expected some- 
thing would have been proved against the Court of Committees, 
but this had not been done; therefore the Court should be com- 
mended rather than condemned, as all its actions appeared to be 
warranted by General and other Courts; he then informed 
Mr. Smithwick that he had not proved one of his accusations, 
and dismissed him. Mr. Governor and Mr. Deputy add that they 
do not intend to let the matter rest here, but are resolved to take 
some course against Smithwick for his unjust and scandalous 
accusations. Mr. Deputy acquaints the Court that last Thursday 
he waited on Mr. Comptroller, who had sent to know the Company’s 
resolve concerning their powder-mills, he having informed the King 
that His Majesty could have them on the same conditions offered 
to others ; whereupon Mr. Deputy gave Mr. Comptroller an account 
of what these mills had cost, which amounted to between goo/. and 
1,000/,, and requested that if he desires them he will give the Com- 
pany a yearly rent or fine, feeling sure that the King does not 
mean to take them by force but on good conditions, in which case 
the Company will be ready as always to serve His Majesty. 
Mr. Comptroller desired that the King might have the mills upon 
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the same terms as were made with Sir Morgan Randoll, and this 
Mr. Deputy requests the Court to resolve on, as he must return an 
answer within a day or two. After consideration it is agreed that 
Mr. Deputy decide this business, and get some reasonable sum 
towards the charges paid if he can, but, if not, then to let the King 
have the mills on discharging the Company of its covenant with 
Sir Edward and Sir Morgan Randoll. Mr. Deputy further reports 
that he waited on Lord Cottington at my Lord Treasurer’s anid told 
him of the Company’s refusal to deliver seventeen tons of refined 
saltpetre at 3/. per hundred, as they would lose thereby 170/,; he 
desired His Lordship to remember the former service the Company 
did the King, when they lost 800/. over forty tons of refined salt- 
petre, and not to take this from them at less than they can afford, for 
ifso the adventurers in it will be much discouraged. At this Lord 
Cottington was much displeased, and vowed that if the Company 
dealt sv unworthily in a business of so small moment they should not 
ship any more silver without paying 1} per cent., nor receive any 
favour from the King but on such terms as will make them repent 
having denied him so small a courtesy ; he added that they might 
keep the saltpetre, but should never have leave to transport it. 
Mr. Deputy tried to pacify His Lordship and declared he would 
do his best to alter the decision of the Court in this matter; there- 
fore he now desires that the matter be seriously considercd. This 
is done, and, after debate, it is resolved to let the King have the 
said saltpetre at 3/. per hundred for ready money. Ordered that 
the joiner’s work in the gun-room of the ¥oxas, which is now white, 
be painted in oil colours for its better preservation. Mr. Mountny 
to pay Henry Smith 4os. for his pains in dispeeding the Hart and 
Mary {rom the Downs and in riding to Chilworth to pay Sir 
Morgan Randoll the rent of the mills there. Mr. Mountny moves 
that his salary be continued at 50/. a quarter, as if it is lessened he 
cannot stay in the Company’s service , the Court, remembering his 
abilities and long entertainment, advises him not to press this 
matter now, the Company being desirous to lessen their expenses, 
and, if his request is granted, others will expect equal favour. He 
is, however, given leave to find better employment if he can do so, 
Thomas Singleton, hurt by a nail running through his foot on 
board the Fonas, is allowed 10s. from the poor-box. (34 ff.) 


EAST INDIA COMPANY 173 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, APRIL 27, 1636 (Court Book, vol, 
xvi, p. 165). 


Ordered that a noble each be given to two poor men hurt in the 
Fonas. Messrs. Fotherby and Cobb desired to give particulars in 
writing of all stores and provisions delivered by them for the 
Fonas, and Mr. Mountny to do the same and present both 
accounts to the Court. Mr. Gibson requests an account, on behalf 
of himself and other creditors, of Captain Milward’s adventute and 
stock ; Mr. Sambrooke, on Mr. Gibson’s departure, reports that 
the said stock amounts to 12,093/., but is charged with interest, 
brokes, and debts of 5,644/.; these totals Mr. Cockaine is entreated 
to supply to Mr. Gibson. but not to give him any other account. 
Mr. Governor reports that an offer of 200/. has been made for the 
diamond, weighing eight ‘carrecks’ [carats], given Mr. Methwold 
by the Viceroy of Goa; the bidder is called in, and, his first offer 
being refused, he names 250/ at three, six months’ time, with 
Mr. Rickholt as security ; but the Court wishes for 300/,, which, he 
being unwilling to give, his offer is refused. Mr. Treasurer ordered 
to supply George Tash, purser of the Yonas, with 50/ to enable 
him to obtain such necessaries as she may want on her voyage, 
and the Court directs that letters of credence be written to 
Mr. Cramporne at Plymouth, and to Mr Towreson of Portsmouth, 
to give the said purser another 5o/. if, on putting into either port, he 
should require it, and on sight of his receipt the Company will 
repay the same. Letter read from Lord Ashton :[sce p. 139], 
Ambassador to the King of Spain, to Mr. Governor and Alderman 
Garway reporting his progress in the treaty with the Portugals. 
Mr. Rilston ordered to pay a bill of 1/. 125. 4d. from the purser of 
the Yonas for provisions. (13 fp.) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, MAY 4, 1636 (Court Book, vol. xvi, 
P. 167). 

Captain Styles desired to bargain for thirty oxen to supply the 
pinnace now being built. Mr. Blunt ordered to present an account 
of all vendible goods in his charge, that steps may be taken to sell 
them. Ordered that the six chests of coral from ‘ Rohan” be 
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entered at the Custom-house. Petition of Jonas Viney for satis- 
faction for many things, amounting to 3oo/., given him by the 
Queen of Potania; this business having come before the Court 
some twelve years ago,! the books are to be searched for informa- 
tion therein by next Wednesday. Some difference having arisen 
between Mrs. Ellam and her children concerning the whole 
quarter’s salary allowed her, the Court declares that it was given 
to Mrs. Ellam out of respect to her late husband. The action 
against Mr. Wild for 229/. upon his own bond to be withdrawn. 
Mr. Steevens to be given 8o/. on account, and the settling of his 
salary to be taken into consideration at Midsummer. Liberty 
given to a Colonel going to Persia* to put what money he likes 
into the Company’s cash there, with promise that he shall be 
allowed the amount, on sight of his bills of exchange, at the rate of 
58. per dollar. (1 .) 


A Court OF COMMITTEES, May 6, 1636 (Court Book, vol. xvi, 
p. 168). 

Mr. Acton’s bill of 62. gs. for law causes to be paid by Mr. Mountny. 
Mr. Hatton, the city garbler, demands 4¢., according to his grant, 
for every cwt. of indigo garbled and sold by the Company in the 
kingdom, this rate being set by the Court of Aldermen, as appears 
by a printed paper now shown to the Governor by Mr. Blunt, who 
also informs the Court that they are accustomed to pay only 3¢. 
per cwt.; there not being a full court, conclusion herein is deferred. 
Letter read from Mr. Robert Dixon, steward of the manor of 
Stepney under the Earl of Cleveland, to William Garway. Junior, 
informing him that in regard of his copyhold lands in the said 
manor he has been chosen reeve for this year, and is desired to 
pay the allotted finc of 10/. to Mr. Pennington, servant and kins- 
man to the Earl of Cleveland, whose acquittance shall be sufficient 
discharge; consideration had whcther to pay this fine or to petition 
the Earl to relieve Mr. Garway of this office, which the Court 
thinks has been put upon him to annoy, rather than in accordance 


* See Calendar of State Papers, /.. Indtes, 1622-4, p 22. 

* Possibly Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Essex, to whom a pass was granted on 
April 24, 1636, "0 go to Persia, in company with Captain William Coxe, two sergeants, 
and seven servants (Privy Council Register). 
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with the custom of the manor; on the advice of Mr. Davis the 
Court postpones its decision until he has spoken to Mr. Dixon, 
with whom he has some interest. Faith Elgar, sister and ad- 
ministratrix of George Quipp, who died in India, petitions for the 
remainder of her brother’s estate ; it appearing that she has already 
received 100/., another 50/. is ordered to be paid her until the 
accounts are sent home, when she shall be fully settled with; 
meanwhile she and her husband are to give lawful discharge for 
the 150/. already paid. (14 pp.) 


A CourT oF COMMITTEES, MAY 11, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 169). 


Mr William Garway, Junior, being unwilling on account of 
pressure of business to undertake the office of reeve of the manor 
of Stepney, to which he has been elected, has been fined 1o/.; the 
Court, considering that as Mr. Garway has only just been admitted 
a tenant and his election so soon after is rather hard upon him, 
directs him not to pay the fine, and promises, in case any action is 
taken, to save him harm'ess. Mr. Smithwick demands ‘ provision’ 
due to him on the saltpetre sold by his means to Messrs. Rickholt 
and Kipp, the brokage being 70/. ; ‘ provision’ for the silk bought 
by him for Mr. Langham, who had promised to allow him brokage 
if the Company did not; and an’ allowance for wet pepper 
bought by him of the Company and shipped to Hamburg but 
returned as being too moist for sale; also the clearance of his 
account from the broke charged, which favour had been granted to 
Mr. Leate and Mr. Governor ina like case. Hereupon Mr. Governor 
declares that he lost 3602 over pepper bought from the Company 
but had no allowance ; neither for the indigo he bought, but only 
for some indigo of an inferior quality delivered him amongst the 
other. Mr. Deputy likewise avers that he lost 300/. over pepper 
bought of the Company, but received no allowance. Mr. Smithwick 
is directed to write down his demands and present them at the 
next court, when they shall be considered and resolved upon. 
Mr. Treasurer reports that Mr. de Werte, the Dutchman, is willing 
to give 300/. for the diamond ; agreed that he have it, but, he being 
a stranger, Mr. Rickholt is desired to give his word for payment 
of the money before the diamond is delivered. Mr. Bell having 
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bought seventy bags of pepper of the Company which are still in 
the warehouse, and given no security for them, payment being due 
in June, Mr. Spiller is to inform him that unless he gives security 
or pays, the pepper will be sold, and any loss accruing put to his 
account ; also that action will be taken against his. sureties’ bill 
unless he take some course to prevent it. Captain Hall desires the 
benefit of the adventure in dispute between himself and Mr. Cox. 
The latter alleges that it was sold to him for 170/., paid for, but not 
transferred, though Captain Hall ordered that it should be; this 
the Captain acknowledges and confesses that he received calicoes 
from Mr. Cox rated at 170/., but only worth 100/, The Court 
resolves to detain the said adventure until it is settled by law 
to whom it belongs. Sir Edward Duke requests the advance of 
his dividend in the Persian Voyage due a month or two hence; 
allowed on condition that he wait the same length of time for 
another dividend after it shall be due. (2 pf.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, May 18, 1636 (Court Book, vol. xvi, 
Pp. 172). 

Butchers to be paid 255/. 7s. 1d. for thirty-three oxen killed 
at Blackwall to provision the Yonas and the new pinnace. Mr. Ed- 
ward Leigh, son of Sir Robert Leigh, admitted and sworn a free 
brother of the Company by patrimony, paying the usual ios. to 
the poor-box. Small cordage being wanted to rig the new pinnace, 
Mr. Cockaine is directed to order about seven tons of the best 
rusband hemp. Daniel White, late purser of the Mary, questioned 
concerning two bales of goods he put ashore at Bantam, for which 
the Company has since paid 125/., though it had not the goods, 
neither received any profit from them ; White pretends that the 
goods were found unclaimed in the ship and that he, at Captain 
Hall's direction, sent them ashore to Mr. Muschampe, who refused 
to give a receipt, and what became of them he knows not. Captain 
Hall appears and testifies to the truth of White’s assertion, but, 
on being pressed, says that these goods were marked G. P., and 
therefore he thinks they belong to George Page ; the Court resolves 
to speak with Messrs. Muschampe and Page, and if they do not 
give a satisfactory answer then to bring an action against White for 
recovery of the money. Mr. Potter applies for a copy of the late 
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John'Skibbow’s account; he is desired: to wait until return of the 
Bantam ships, when the said account will be perfected and he paid 
what shall be due to him. Mr. Mountny ordered to send fitty 
hammocks aboard the Yonas. George Tash, purser in the Yonas, 
directed to pay all unfit men discharged by the Captain from the 
said ship out of the 50/. lately given him. Mr. Markham, in making 
up the Company’s account for the past year, is in doubt how to rate 
those adventurers who have not paid in their money, as he finds in 
the General Court of the 30th November, 1631, a broke of 20s. 
per hundred imposed, whereas in the preamble to the said Court 
a broke of 3os. is imposed ; resolved, after having the said General 
Court and preamble read, that Mr. Markham charge the brokes at 
the rate stated in the General Court, the difference being thought 
to be a mistake in the writing. Mr. Cockayne desires a warrant for 
1,019/. 5s. 8d. for cordage for the Yonas ; ordered that one for 300/. 
be made out, the remainder to be paid in a month or six weeks. 
Jonas Viny again requests satisfaction for the calicoes given him by 
the Queen of Potania ; previous orders of the Court on this subject 
being now produced and read, it appears that these calicoes belongéd 
to the Company, and Viny, acknowledging this, is dismissed with the 
caution that rather than anything being due to him he is indebted 
to the Company for his dict and passage.’ Request of Mr. Hay- 
ward, cousin to Mrs. Joseph Hopkinson, widow of the late President 
at Surat, that the 200/. lately ordered to be paid, of which she has 
only received 20/., may be given her, as she is in great need ; 
refused, on Mr. Sambrooke affirming that there is a debt owing by 
her late husband to the Company which cannot be cleared until 
return of the Surat books. (24 pf.) 


A CourT OF COMMITTEES, MAY 27, 1636 (Court Book, vol. xvi, 
P. 175). 


Sir William Acton requests that as he and his partners, who are 
engaged to the Company by their joint bill for payment of 
58,1701, 18s. 8d. for 372 bales of silk bought by Mr. John Langham 
of the Company, have paid their share with the exception of 


1 See The Journal of John Jourdain, p. \xviii. 
POSTER. C. oe. N 
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Captain Milward, that the share of the latter, which is 787/. 16s. 6¢., 
may be put upon his adventure in the Third Joint Stock, he being 
willing this shall be done; agreed to, and the joint bill of Sir 
William Acton and his partners ordered to be delivered up to be 
cancelled. Mr, Acton’s bill of 42. 6s. 8d. for law causes to be paid. 
Mr. Bell’s affairs considered and he advised to settle his account 
with the Company, Mr. Deputy offering to take the pepper he 
bought which is not yet delivered ; he refuses this offer, and, appear- 
ing unwilling to pay his debt, it is decided to sue him for his bills 
forthwith. A Court of Sales to be held next Wednesday. Captain 
Styles, Messrs. Spurstow and Francklyn desired to treat with 
Mr. Browae, the King’s gunfounder, about sale of the Company's 
iron ordnance. Messrs. Crispe and Davies directed to inform 
Sir James Bagg that unless he pays the debt he owes the Company 
without further delay, they will complain to the Lords of the 
Council. Mr. Alderman Abdy moves that consideration be had of 
lessening the Company’s great debt and the dismissal of all un- 
necessary servants before the departure of the next ships. 
Mi. Treasurer ordered to pay Mr. Swanly 50/. on account. Ordered 
that Henry North receive one month’s pay ycarly of the wages of 
Peter Andrews, master in the Expedition, to be distributed by 
certain ministers in charity. Payment suspended of an extent 
taken out by the Farmers against the estate of Richard Fenn, late 
purser in the Pearl, which is desired to be paid to Mr. Thomas 
Symonds, as, until the return of the Bantam ships, it is not safe for 
the Company to part with any money. (23 4p.) 


A QUARTERLY GENERAL COURT, MAy 27, 1636 (Court Book, 
vol. xvi, p. 177). 


Mr. Governor expresses sorrow at so small an assembly, he 
having intended to acquaint them with an unjust complaint 
preferred against himself; Mr. Deputy, and the Court of Committees, 
by one of the Committees, which had been heard before the Lord 
Keeper, but nothing therein being proved, His Loidship dismissed 
it ; as all may not be fully informed of this, Mr. Governor, Mr. Deputy, 
and the others have drawn up an answer to the said complaint, 
which was read to the Lord Keeper in the presence of the com- 


